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To the Right Reverend 


Dr. Percer Mevvs, 
| Lord Bisnoer Elect 
OF 


Bath and els, 


MY LORD, 
= FEES! Was juſt fend- 
| & 17ng away the 


SES laſt ſheets of 
" the enſuing 
| plain diſconrſe to the 
Preſs, when the news 

Az came 


The Epiſtle 

came of your being made 
Brſhop of this 'Duoceſs - 
I'was exceedingly tranſ- 
ported with the trames | 
of jo great. a bleſsing 
befaln this part of the 
Charch, and conld not 
refirain my Joy from 
running ont 'into this 
Application & Addreſs, | 
which | intend not ſo | 
much to congratalate 
your new Dignity, as 
the happineſs of Us, 
Jour Clergy, and this 

| whole 


Dedicatozy. 

Whole People, in the 
relation Wwe now have to 
fo excellent a perſon. 
 Yonr. Loraſhips wil- 
| dom, juſtice, piety, 
and diligence have 
made themſelves ſo e- 
miyent 1n the long con- 
tinned; happy, and ap- 

| planded Government of 
one of the moſt famous 
Unryerfaies of . the 
world ,, that we confi- 

| gently, promiſe. our 
| felis great- felicities 
Az from: 


—  TheEpillle 
from the Paternal Pre- 
fidency and Authority 
of [rech an experienced 
Governour: Aud1be- | 
lieve there 1s not a con- | 
| cernd man, Whois [en- ' 
fable of the adyantages 
of good order, but blef- | 
feth God andthe King 
for fo gracious and de- 
firable ay Elechon. 
This, My Lord, I 
might ſpeak upon the 
publick Fam? of your 
known merits,” but be- 
ſides © 


—_ 


Dedicato2y. 
fedes that I have had 
particular experience of 
your wiſdom andcan- 
= dour, Which gryes me 
a greater paſs10n to de- 
' clare the vyeneration I 
 haveforyou; and I'Wwiſh 
| T comld' ao it m a ay 
fatable to your great 
| Worth, and mine On 
' reſentments of it; butt 
| inſtead of a proper 7e- 
 flumony, I muſt beg your 
| Loxdſhip to accept of a 
fincere one ; and ſuch. 
| I 


Lhe Epiſtte 

I here make you in this 
ſmall offering, the ſlen- 
der. Firſt-fruits of your 
Drioceſs, 4 

T be Diſcomſe I firſt 
de/1en'donly for the nſe | 
of my own people, but T | 
knew, not. how to get - 
tranſcribed Copies -6> | 
nough for them; and1 | 
con/ider d. too. many 9- 
thers needed ſome [neh 
exhortation., as Well as 
_ thoje.of my particular 
- Charge, axdiherefore 
thought 


Dedicatozy. 
thought that this little 


mrhr not be + 

17 aick to the 
- Pablick, have writ i 
in a'plain and unheed- 
| ed ſtyle, becauſe I jude 
| ſuchmoſt fit for prafti- 
| cal matters, eſpecrally 
, in applications to the 
| populace; andtake rt 
| for aneſtabliſht, eter- 
| nal Rule for ſuch Ad- 

dreſſes, Whether by 
preaching or writing, 
; that theyſhould be pev- 
| formed 


TheEpiltle 
formed in the way that 
7s moſt eaſie and natu - 
ral; and nothing ought 
to be. ſtudied in the + 
languagefor ſuch occa- | 
frons, but- how to ex- | 
preſs the matter moſt 
|| ſutably and plainly. 
| But 1 need not. have | 
made this Apologie to | 
your Lordſhip, Who | 
| #20», T hatgood ſenſe | 
11.4n ealie and proper 
phraſe is for ever the 
trueſt axd. beſt elo- 

quence : | 


Dedicato!y. 


quence : T here is more 


cauſe I ſhould crave 
your pardon for prefix - 
 zng.your Lordſhips name 
. before a diſconrſe of ſo 
many other imperfect:- 
ons: This, my Lord, 1 
' do, and have this to 
plead for the obtaming 
| it, that I Was tranſpor- 
| tedby the occaſion and 
| the defire | have to 
make known how happy 
I efteem this Diocels 

in ſo venerable a Pre- 
| late . 


The Epiſile, ec. 
late: and how much 
particularly I am re- 
70yced at this welcome 
Providence, being 


| 


— 


Right Reverend Father, 


1 .- Your Lordſhips moſt 


-afectionare Honourer 


76. 


| 
| 


and humble Servant, | 


(1) 


TO THE 
PEOPLE of my Charge. 


My Dear Neighbours. 
Lthough Je of the publick 
Miniſtry cannot expe&k to 


do muchby our per[walions, 
and indeavours, in ſuch an Age 


' aSthisz Yet we ought to perſevere 


| 
| 


| the Age, and place wherein he lives, 
B 


in our work with Courage and Re- 
ſolution, and not ſuffer our (elves 
to be overborn by any difficulties, 
or diſcouragements what ſoever : 
For Duty belongs to us, but events 
unto God, who will reward the 
Labourers whatever be the ſucceſs 
of their Labours. And as every 
Miniſter of Religion ought to be 
ative, and reſolved in the work 
and patience of the Goſpel 3 So he 
ſhall then beſt acquit himſelf in it 
when he ſtudics the proper needs of 


and 


= 
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and accordingly directs his imdea- 
vours to provide for them. Now 
there is nothing, that I know , 
that is wanted more in our Days, 
than a due ſenſe of the -necefiity, 
and advantages of the Holy Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper, the ge- 
neral neglect, not to lay .contempt 
of which, hath, I am perſuaded, 
been a great and fad occaſion of 
the debauchery, and diviſions that 
are amongſt us z And TI verily think, 
that there could not be a more cffe- 
Etual means to reduce us to '$9% 
bricty and UVnion, then a frequent, 
and reverend uſe of that divine 


Tuſtitution, From this perſuaſion | 
I have carneſtly, and often (as you | 
can bear me witneſs) prels'd this 


great .duty upon your canſciences, 
and affcQionatcly recomtnended it 
to your practice. I have reprc- 
ſented its Nature with all poſſible 
plaiuneſ5,and urged its Neceſſity with 
a vigour in ſome meaſure ſuitable 
to (o great an occaſion 3 I have 
told you the daxger of wiltul neg- 


lect 


to the Lo2ds Supper. 7 


le& on the one hand 3 and the be- 
nefits of due performance, on the 
other 3 But notwithſtanding all , 
there are too many of you,that ſeem 
yet inſenſible, and unconcerned. I - 
have publickly deſired thoſe that 
are either ignorant or diſſatisfied, to 
accept of my private help, and In- 
ſtruction, and have offer*d them the 
utmoſt of my afliſtance for their 
better information, and dire&tion. 
And after all this, I know not 
what I can do more to ſerve you 
in this great intereſt of yours, ex- 
cept I put ſomething. into your 
hands that may be ever with you, 
and that you may conſider on all 
| occaſions. Publick Teachings by 
| word of mouth , are too much 
looked upon as cuſtomary exerciſes, 
and on that account, they looſe 
. | their force with ſome; and the 
| greateſt part evenof the better Au- 
| ditors cannot keep their minds (o 
> | cloſe, and intent, to a Diſcourſe 
> | ſpoken, as to receive it in its full 
- | evidence, and powerz or though 
B 2 the 
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the hearers are never ſo diligent, 
and carefu), our words are forgot- 
ten quickly, and the affections that 
they raiſe, vaniſh without any con- 
fiderable effe& upon their wills. 


For which Reaſons, I have reſol- 


ved upon this Courle, to caft ſome 
of the plain things I have preach'd 
concerning the Holy Sacrament 1n- 


to writing, That thofke who are | 


unfit for that great duty by reaſon 


of Tpnorauce, may have the pro- | 


pereft means of Inſtruction that I 


can provide for them, always in | 


their power, and when they plealc, 
before their eyes: And that thoſe 
that deprive themſelves of the Bene- 
fits of this moſt excellent Ordi- 
nance, by reaſon of the Miſtakes 
of their erring underſtandings; 
may allo have the moſt aitable 
helpIcan give, towards the ſetting 


their minds right, and the recon- | 
ciling them to their Priviledge, and | 


Duty. 

For theſe ' purpoſes, x ſhall (as 

wy manner is) repreſent what I 
| have 


_ 


. 
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have to ſay. in the. moſt diftin@, 
and eaſte way I can contrive, , avot- 
ding all things that are hard, ct- 
ther in notion or expreſſion 3 . And 
ſtrive, as near as is poſſible, to (peak 
all along to the moſt ordinary un- 
Cattons. For I. look upon 
plainneſs as the beſt dreſs for Truth, 
and my great care, and indea- 
vour conſtantly is, to be underſtood 
by all, as far as the ſubject will. 

Is ” 

In the purſuit of what I intend 
I mean, by Gods help, to proceed 
in this oxder. (1) Iſhall diſcourſe 
with all convenient brevity, and 
phinneſs, the Nature and defign of. 
the Lords Supper 3 and 

(2) Give the General Reaſons 
to inforce the Duty 3 under which 
head, I ſhalt apply my felt to two 
forts of Refulſers, viz. Thoſe: that 
neglect ( x) on the account of pure 
careleſnefs, and flupidity, and (2) 
Thole that fiand off upon the {core 
of miſtakes of Conſcience. In treat- 
ting With the former,. I fhall ſhew 

B 3 that . 
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that their obſtinate refuſal takes off 
all pretence they can have to Chri- 
ftianity, and puts them into the 
ftate of Infidels, and Heathens, yea 
into a worſe condition, than that 
of meer unbelievers. As to the o- | 
ther (ſort, viz. The diſſatisfied in 
Conſcience ,- T ſhall conſider their 
Reaſons againſt Communicating with 
us according to the way of our 
Church, and ſhew that they are | 
no juſtifiable grounds, why they 
ſhould refuſe to join with us in 
that folemn part of Chriſtian | 
worſhip. 


CHAvpP. Il. 


| pms with the Firſt, The Na- ' 
ture of the Lords Supper. Con- 
cerning this, there hath been an 
infinite diverſity of. opinions, and 
diſputes The cftc&s of which 
diffexenccs have been much Noiſe, - 


and many Tumnlts, Schiſms and | 
Wars, 


| 


* 
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IVars, with a vaſt heap of miſchicts, 


and _ calamities to the Chriſtian 
world ; I ſhall not therefore. trou- 


ble you with any thing of needleſs 


controverſie, or notion, on this ar- 
gument 5 but ſtate it ſo far only, as 
it relates to pradticez And I ſhall 
take all I have to ſay about it from 


the Word. of God, the beſt Rule to 


guid us in the Enquiry. And if 
diſputing men would have been 
content with izs declarations in 
this matter, all the trouble,and mil[- 
chicts had. been avoided. But this 
hath been. the miſery 3 ſome go- 
vern their. thoughts of this Holy 


' Inftitution by corrupt ,. and novel 


Traditions., and. others. by mecr 
vain and arbitrary phancies, Yea, 
Thoſe who have been right in the 
main, have yet {o mingled the plain 
truth with allxfions, and ſpoken of 
it in ſuch a phantaſtical, and wicey- 
z4in way, that .ordinary under- 
ſtandings have been confounded , 
and. thoſe that are for down-right 
(ence, without the. mixtures of 

B 4. ' 1magina=- 
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imagination, have not been able to 
tell what to make of that, which 
they iteard deſcribed in ſucha phan- 
ciful, and various faſhion. This par 
ticularly hath been my own cafe; 
T had heard men preach ſo humour- 
ſomely, and ſo divcrſly about the 
Sacrament SO much out ot 
their own heads, and fo lite out 
of the Oracles of God, That I was | 
quite bewildred, and loſt, and | 
come at Jaſt to that paſs, that I 
knew nothing at all of it 3 which ig- | 
norance, and confuſion of thoughts 
was the natural cffe& of ſuch dil- ' 
courſesz For when men once ram- 
ble in the way of phraſes, metaphors, 
and conceits, as they loole them- 
(clves, ſo they perfeAly dazzle,and 
amaze thoſe others, whom they | 
ſhould inſtruc. I therefore betook | 
my ſelf to the plain expreſſions of 
Scripture concerning this matter 3 
In thers 1 found an-cafte account in | 
the nature, and deſign of this divine 
Ordixance. And whither ſhall we 
go to enquire after it but to the | 
words | 


w cans A. omni. EF 4 db. 


tothe Lo2ds Supper. 


words of Iiftitution thcmſclves ? 
Theſe I ſhall conſider firſt 3 and then 
gather together thoſe other paſla- 
ges of Scripture, which tend to 
the further explication of it. 

1. The words of Inſtitution are 
Mat. 26. | Take, Eat, This is my 
Body.. v« 26. and Drink ye all of it. 
For this is my bloud of the .new Teſta> 
ment, V-27. 28. | To which is ad- 
ded in the Goſpel of St. Lake | Do 
this in Remembrance of me. ] Lake 
22. 19, Theſe words I ſhall feve- 
rally explain, and then infer from 
them what is the nature, .aud deſign 
of. the holy appointment. 


Take, Eat, This is my 
Body — and, Thigis my 
BlouD— Here I take notice, 
That BoDy, and. Blood, 40 
not relate to the bread, and wine 
But to the aions, Eat and Drink, 
as. appears plainly in” the .* O- 


riginal. *Tis not. this bread, and : 


—_ 
— _—___ 


— 
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this wine, are my body and bloud, 
but this Sacramental eating and 
drinking of it; In this Chrilts body. 
and bloud, viz His Incarnation, 
and ſwfferings are repreſented to 
us. Ard yetby a Figure, The con- 
ſecrated Elements may be call'd his 
bidy and bloud alſo; fo the Form 
at the cating the Paſchal Supper 
was, This # the bread of affliion | 
which our Fathers did-eat in Egypt 
Not the very ſame, but a Memorial 
of. it, and the State of bondage 
from which they were deliver'd.._ | 
Thus- 1 Cor 10: 3, 4+ Manna 1s 
called ſpiritnal bread, and the Rock, 
Spiritual drink, and that 9”. | 
Chriſt; Not that they could pol- 
ſibly. be ſo in the Letter, but they. 
fignified that Lou food, and 
were tokens of  Chrifts Prefence. 
And thus the Sacramental Bread, 
and: Vine may be calld his Body. 
and Bloud, that is, Figures and Re- 
preſentations of them ; and that,not 
barely of his ſufferings, but (as. the 
* Father notes) of all the Mitteries 
» Bapl, k, of 


to the Lo2ds-Supper. 1 
of the Incarnation, which are ſig- 
aified, and included. Thus ancient- 


ly the Elements were calld, Figures, 


Symbols, Images, ſenſible things in- 
ſtead of ſpiritual, and we know *tis 
in common ule tocall the Pifure 
by the name of that it repreſents, 
as thirjs @ man, and that. an Angel. 
So that there is no ground for the 
Dodqrine of Tranſubftantiation, in 
theſe words, as the Roman Church 
pretends. But I wave diſputes, 


and -come to the next expreſſion to 
be confider'd. 


[This is the Ntw Teſta- 


' ment, 2 +. Covenant 1n my 


25loud?] viz. The Sign, and 
Seal of the Covenant made in his - 
Bloud 3 a. Covenant wherein God 


.3ngageth to beſtow on us pardon of 
- Sin, andeternal Lifez ' and we pro- 


miſe faithful and fixcere obedience. 


- Thus in the eldeſt times, Eating, 


and Drinking were Covenant Rites 3 + 


ee CEE 


EE ————_— 
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as we may ſce in the compaQs be- | 
tween Tſaac and Abimilech , Gen. 
26. 30. and between Facob and La- | 

' ban, Gen. 31. 44, 46+ So that the 
Sacrament is not a bare Sign, but 
*tis the Seal of Gods gracious Co- 
2exant made with us in his Son. 


[Do this in Remem-. 
bzance of me} It hath always 


cen uſual to commemorate, and 
remember BenefaRors and great 
Mercies by. Feaſts, and Feſtivals. 
The Heathens had their * Feaſts in 
memory. of their» Heroes . And the 
Paſſover, a Type of this Supper, 
was appointed to preſetve the me- 
mory of the Ilraclites [deliverance 
out of Egypr.. Exod 12. 14+ The 
Lemb 'was eaten with $;tter herbs, | 
to commemorate. the - bitterneſs of 
their: ſervitude 3 the Red Wine was 
a Remembrance. of. their bloud 
which Pharaoh ſpilt , and the wn- 
leavened bread,-to-remember them, 


A——. 
dn" 


— —__— —_—_ 
, —_— 


* Ai Atdxgit, © ? AtgyTHG me 
that. 


hath made With us 


to the'Lozds Supper, 

that they carried ſuch out of E- 
gypt at their departure : and thus 
our bleſſed Saviour hath appainted 
this boly Rite to imprint upon us 
the memory of . what he hath doxe, 
and ſuffered tor us, that we might 
not torget our Deliverance by him, 
from a bondage greater. than E- 
gyptian.. | 

And now. from thefe main paſla- 
ges thus explain'd, *tis caſe to in» 


fer,ThatT þe Sacrament 
of the Lords Supper 


| is a-Memorial Feaſt 


appointed. for a ſo- 
Iemn. Remembrance 
of C byift our Lord; 
and a Seal of theG o- 
venant that God 


= -—— 


in 
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— 


14 him. Two things then © 
it is principally deſigned for, (1) | 
To Remember us of our Lord, and 
Saviour, and (2) to be a Seal of 
the Covenant of Grace of each 
briefly. 

(1) *Tis for a Remembrance,not 
only of his Perſon , or only of his 
Sufferings, or any other particular 


part of his Miniſtry z But weare | 
kfully, and affe- | 


by it required thay 
Tionately to call to mind, All that 
he hath deye, and all that he hath 


ſuffer'd; -His Life, Dotirine, and < 


Lars, His Paſſion ,  ReſurreGion., 
and Aſcenſion 3 His Vidtoryover Sin, 
Death, and Hell, and the gracious 
Covenant that God hath made. with 
us*through him :' Theſe are'all in- 
cluded in. his, -Body, and: Bloxd (as 
1 intimated before) of. which the 
Holy Sacrament is a Sige, and 
Memorial : And the remembrance 


of theſe, which we arc-eall'd to by | 


the Djvine. Inſtitagigns ; is not-ogly 
fome /izbr, *and Pajis thoughts, 


but 


_ C—_—_ —_— -- 


' 


1) | 
ad 


of 
ch 
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but a ſolema and moſt ſerious fixing 
of them upon our minds, in order 
to the inflaming our affe&ions 
with love, and our wills with reſo- 
lution, that we may live an{werably 
to that excellent Religion of the 
Holy Jeſus which we profeſs. 

(2) *Tis the Seal of a Covenant 
[ The new Teſtament in my bloud | 
The Covenaxt is, That God will 
give pardon of Sin, and eternal 
Life, upon the conditions of Faith 
and Repentayce. This He ſeals to 
us in the Sacramet, and afſures 


> us; thathe, for bis part, will make 


good bis Promiſes, and we on ours, 
ſeal, that we will endeavour to 
perform the conditions. So that 
the Lords Smpper '15 a Sacrament 
by which we confirm thoſe ingage- 
ments we arcentred into at Baptiſm. 
Then our Sxreties undertook tor us, 
that we ſhould be faithful in the 
Covenant, and in zbis holy Ordi- 
nance we take al] thoſe obligations 
npon oxr ſelves, and in our own 
perſons-promile to-a& according'to 
them. This 


—  — 
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This plainly, and in ſhort, is the 
nature and deſign of the Holy $a- | 
crament 3 concerning which, there | . 
are ſome other expreſſions in Scri- 
pture. which I ſhall conſider briefly, 
in order to the further explicati- | 
on of the ſacred Myftery. The | 
chict are theſe. 'Tis-called (1) The 
Cup of bleſſings 1 Cor. 10. 16. 2) 
The Communion of the Body , and 
Bloud. of Chriſt, 1 Cov. 10. 16. and 
m- the duty tis ſaid (3) That we 


ſhew the Lords Death. 1 Core. 11. 
26. 


(1) The Cup of Blellingz | 
viz. of Praiſe and Thankggiving. 
Our Saviour Matth. 26 gave thanks 
when he took the Cup. The Jews 

| uſed to conclude their -paſchal Sup-. 
per with a Cup of Wine, at which 
time they ſung an Hymn and there- 
fore- call'd it the Cup of * praifing | 
and * bleſing. And the Heathens + 
alſo -after their ' feaſts had their | 


 — — 
IL __ 


® Flonſeucp Varina, 35 * cubes. 
® cps | 
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* cups of Praiſe to their Gods 3 
which ſome take to be the Czp of 
Divils mention'd by the Apolile, x 


Coa.-10, 21. So that by this we are 


taught to remember our Lord at his 
Table with praiſe and grateful ac- 
knowledgements: And therefore 
the Ancients from hence call'd the 
Lords Supper, the Holy Euchariſt, 
namely , a Feaſt of Thankggiving, 
and the Solemogity was always at- 
tended with an hymn of Praiſe. 


(2) Communion, (or * 
ommunication)of the body 


and bloud of Chrill, »zz. 


The Sacrament is a ſacred Rite in 
which God communicates, and 1m- 
parts to all worthy Receivers, the 
Benefits of Chriſts Incarnation, and 
Sufferings. He doth then rati- 
fie, confirm, and ſolemnly exhibit 
them, to thoſe that July attend 
upon that Divine appointment. 


*'Azall7 Satuor©. & Mos Ewing. 
* Kotrayia. 
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(3) [Asoften as ye eat—. 
ye do (hew the Lozds death? 
viz. (1) Declare unto men , with 
joy and glorying, that we believe 
he dyed tor ſuch purpoles and that 
he hath procured ineſtimable bene- | 
fits for us by his Death.. That! 
therefore we will adhere, and flick | 
unto. him; and that neither death, 
nor life ſhall ſ:perate ns fromthe low | 
of God in Chrift Feſus our Lord. And 
(2) Imports our ſhewing and de- | ' 
Claring thiralſo unto God, and plea» 
"ng 16 ih kun , for. his pardon, 
and his gagee, for the-lake of that | 
meritorious Paſſion which 'we' ſet | 
forth, and commemorate. Thele 
paſſages fall under the Account I 
have before given of the Ordinance, 
and ſhew how we are to Remember 
our Lord in it, and what we may 
expcct in {o doing, 

Thus briefly of the Natzre and 
deſign of the Sacrament > I might * 
have run the matter into a Jarge | 
Diſcourſe, but I reſolve all conve- ! 


nient brevity, In what I have 
ſaid 


Sts. 4 — 


. clear, and diftin® appre 
; the Subje& they explain. 'L know 
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faid, you will find all things that 
are xeceſſary and eſſential to the Or- 
dinance, For the niceties and dif- 
putes that are about it, you need 
not trouble your ſelves with them 
But ſo much of it as I have repre- 


| ſented (I mean in the ſubſtance of 


the particulars) *tis tie you ſhould 


' know: 'And- therefore I intreat 


you, efpecially- thoſe of the more 


| ordinary underſtandings, to return 
' back, and fix your thoughts a while 


upon thole periods, and read them 
over and again, / till you have s 


henfion of 


the thoughts of moſ are very cox- 
fuſed, and; much in the dark about 
it; and while they are ſo, they can- 
not demean themſelves as they 
ought in the performance of the 
Duty, nor receive thoſe benefits 
that otherwiſe they might from it. 
I beſeech you therefore not to con- 
tent your, ſelves with a ſing/e, and 
running reading 3 Many Divine 
Truths will not enter into our 
minds 
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minds at firſt ſight 3 or, if they do, | 


| 


they are gone, as (oon as they are} 
received : Though they are never! 


{o plainly cxpreſt, yet they many 
times ſeem dark, till we look a.' 
gain-z Or though they ſtrike our 
minds fully, yet they paſs out of: 
Memory, except we reflect, and, 
think them over 3 Ihope therefore 
you will do your ſelves this right ;. 
And I thus urge you to conlide-! 
ration of my accounts, not as if 
I fancied I had made any diſcoveries 
in them. which were not made 
before (No, Theſe are known things 
among the Intelligent ſort of- Chris 
ſtians) But Ido it, becauſe I ſpeak! 
to the meaxer, and leſs improved un-« 
derſtandings. And perhaps from! 
the Repreſentation. of the affair 
which I have given, the others alſo: 
may receive the. advantage of a| 
clearer order, and method to their 
thoughts , and be deliver'd from” 
many. ##neceſſary and uncertain no« 


tions that rhey have imagined ta; 


be of. great. conſequence to be be | 


lieved ? 
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O,! lieved and known, when cither 
Ie; they are not trxe, or not confide- 
or! rable. 

ny 
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re; JF Come now to the main thing 
ts I deſign, viz. (II) To arge this 
e-! great duty which I have thus ex- 
if: plain'd, and to do what I can to 
es Perſuade you, to the conſcientious 
de practice of it. Now there are two 
gs, things that commonly oblige men 
1. to action, namely Conliderations 
k| of Duty and of Jnterell. 
n=! And there are both here, in the 
m}! - kigheſtdegree, to ingage us. 1 ſhall 
It! diſcourſe of each. 

fy (1) We have the Motive, and 


3} Reaſon of Duty, and Duty in ſuch 
circumſtances, as have the greateſt 


obligation in them. A Lor d. 


Ja 
a; who hathallr;ght toour obedience 
. both by ature, and by dear pur- 


chaſe, 
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chaſe, hath commanded us to do this 


And, A Savronr, who hath 


reſcued us from the Jaws of Hell, 


quired it of us. Here is the Autho- | 
rity of juſt Poxzer, and the Obliga- | 


l 
k 


” 
bo 


o 
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| 


and Earth, and hath procured for | 
us endleſs life and glory, hath re- | 


tionof aſtoniſhing Love.We are bound - 
by the ſubmiſſions we owe a Sovereign | 


Lord, and by the gratitude we owe 
an adorable Benefafor. The Sox 
of God, the King of both the worlds, 


The Redeemer of Men, 'tis Hethat 


commands and his commandments + 


are not grievous had he put upon 
our necks a yoke heavier then the 


Fewiſh ceremonies, had he injoyn'd 


Bo > oy R_—_— CCC, 


a greater number of coſtly and Jabo- | 


riow Rites than thoſe, and requi-. 


red ſo many of . ſuch lervices 


from us, as would have taken | 


up all our time, and imployed all 


our ftrexgth, and wearied all our | 


powers 3 Yet theſe we ought to have 


> my oy 
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obſerved without repining, and: ' 


thought all but ſms/} homage to his 
: Greatneſs, 


""* 
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Greatneſs, and ſmall acknowledg- 
ment of his Love. All theſe had 
been nothing in compare with what 


| .he hath done for us freely withoat 
; merit, or obligation 3 Nothing, to 
| his leaving the boſome of the Fa- 
| ther, and the glories of the upper 
| world, and the Hallelujahs of che 
| bleſſed 3 Nothing, to his defcend- 


ing to a world of Infamy, and woe 
Nothing to his ſuffering the ſcorns 
and contradidions of Sinners, the 
Death of the Croſs, and the wrath 
of God : So that we had been 


. wretchedly ungrateful ſhould we 


have ſtuck at any of theſe, or as 
much as marmured at them ; Bute 
our Lord hath not given us aty 


- | Auch tryal of our Love, and obe- 


dience ; He hath deliver'd the 
world from the Yoke of Ceretmo- 
niat bondage,” And ( beſides 'Bap- 
tiſm)) hath appointed but this' oxe 


' Rite for us toobſervez A Rite;that 


is neither zrozbleſome, nor coſtly, te> 


' ditus, nor laborious. And what 


Prodigics of baſeneſs ſhall we make 
| our 
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our ſelves, if we refule totake no- 
tice of this his gracioxs Inſtitution ? 


With what face can we look up| 


and call our ſelves by his name? 
How ſhamefully are we upbraided 


by the practice of thoſe we count | 


barbarons? Let us look abroad into 
the world and conſider the moſi 
brutiſh Tdolaters ; They will cut 
their beloved fleſp, and burn their 
deareſt. children, and ſometimes, 


ſuffer themſelves - to. be cruſh'd to 
death by the Carriages that bear | 


their 1dols , becauſe their Tnfernsl | 


Gods require, and are pleaſed | 


with ſuch teſtimonies of their ho- 
mage... - Hath the Devil ſuch ob- 
ſequious ſervants ? Are thoſe Cruel 
Rites, whch he appoints, obſerved 
with ſo much duty; Will thoſe 


poor wretches do, and ſuffer any | 


| 


thing rather than diſpleaſe their | 


#gly Deities? And are we Chri(ti- | 
ans > Profeſſing Sexvants of the Sox ' 


of God, our Sovereign and Redee- | 
mer , and do, we negle& this his 


main, juſt, and gracious appointment 


Is 
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Is this too much to do for him ? and 
do we owe him fo much Jef} than 
Cannibals do their Idols 2 Certain- 
ly thoſe men of the Deſart , thoſe 
wild Savages of the Woods ſhall riſe 
up in jsdgement with ſuch a Gene- 
ration of pretending Chriſtians, and 
ſhall condemn it. Methinks thezr di- 
ligence and exaQqnels in thoſe hard 
and painful ſervices, ſhould cover us 
with bluſhing and confuſion at our 
careleſneſs and negleR of the ecalic 


; duty our Lord requires from us: 
' And we ſhall (ce great reaſon to be 


aſhamed of our omiſlions, it we 
conlider , that our bleſſed Redeem- 
er had lived a Lite of poverty and 
diſhonour tor our ſakes; He had in- 
ſiruged us in the way of Happineſs 
by his excellent Dodrine and Pre- 
cepts 3 and had gone before us in 
an incomparable example 3 and now 
he was juſt about to compleat his 
Love, by offering himſelf unto death 
to deliver us from it , and thereby 
to give an inſtanceof the molt ama- 
zing goodneſs that ever was At 

C this 
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thu time, he injoines his Diſciples 
to do ſomething in Remembrance of 
Him. And Lord | hat is (ufhci- 
ent to be done in memory of ſuch 
Love ? Had he required the deareſt 
of our bloud, and the choiceſt of 
our ſubſtance to be offer'd to him 
in acknowledgment , ſhould we 
have thought ſuch demands wnrea: 
ſoxable ? Would ordinary ingenui- 
ty have ſcrupled to make thoſe Sa- 
crifices for ſuch kindnels? But he 
calls not for theſe. He looks for no 
Firſt-born of our bodies, nor chief 


of our Flocks 3 No, He appoints on- | 


ly a feaft of Memorials, and com- 
mands us to remember his Love in 
that: And ſhall we not obſerve 
him in ſo {mall a matter? Hath he 
not deſery'd to be remembred by us ? 
or do we know any better way, to 


{ignific our remembrance of him , | 


| 


then that which himſclf hath pre- ! 


{cribed 2 Should we not doas much 
as this, at the requeſt of an ordinary 


dying Friend ? And isnot the grea- | 


tct, and the beſt that ever creatures 
had, 
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had , worthy of ſuch a tetti:nony 
of affetion from us? I am lure 
there is no one can be ſo brutiſh as 
to deny the juſtneſs of the Daty , 
and methinks none (hould be fo 
unworthy as to refule complyance 
with it. I beleech you therefore, 


if the Conſiderations of Duty can do 


any thing with you; It there be 
any obligation in the higheſt Autho- 
rity , it there be any allxrement in 
the ſweeteſt love , It your profeſſion 
of ſubjeRion to Chriſt be not only a 
Complement, and it he have any real 
intereſt in your Souls; give this 
proof then, of your being in earneſt, 
that, which you would be thought 1 
Refuſe no more of his Invitations 3 
Negle& no more of his calls 3 Con- 
lider the expreſneſs of his command, 
and that this Law is peculiarly his 3 
His in ſuch a lence as ( Baptiſm ex- 
cepted) xo other Law is. For his 
other injuntions are but exforce- 
ments ofthe Laws that God had 
Written in the old Scriptures, and 
in our hearts ,, But this is his own 

C2 Proper 
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proper commandment by obeying 
him in th, we particularly own 
him as our-Law-giver , and by re» 
fuling we renounce him. 

But if the confiderations of Duty 
ſhould not prove ſo powerful with 
you; there are others which gene- 
rally uſe tobe of more force, namely 
thoſe taken from our intereft, And 
here 

(1I ) Idefire you to conlider the 
great -benefits that a worthy-Com- 
municant receives from the holy Sa- 


cramcnt., This is not a meer barren | 
Ceremony , or -unprofitable -Rite, | 


but an inſtrument and means to pro- 
duce and to convey unſpeakable 
bleſſings to us. Here we receive 

( 1) Confirmation of our. Faith ; 
All habits are increas'd by being 
exerciſed, and this Ordinance rc- 
quires great exerciſes of the grace 


of Faith: For here we make a ſ0- 
lema declaration of it, and there- / 


by bind it fironger upon. our fouls, 


| And to the exerciſe of this -Divine | 
Grace, and-the fincere and publick | 
Pro» | 
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profeſſion of it , there is no doubt 
but God will ſuperadd his ſpecial 
aid and blefling , that out of wezk- 
neſs it may be made ſtrong. So 
that if your Faith be weake and 
trembling , if you are perplext with 
vexatious doubts, and temptati- 
ons to unbelict, apply your ſelves 
to this holy Ordinance as to the 
proper remedy. Declare your Faith, 
and pray for more. It you believe, 
God will help your znbelief, Mark 
9.24. 

(2 Oar Repentancewill beheight- 
ned by our Due Communicating, at 
the Lords Tablc, and that in ref{pect 
of all its great Acts, viz. 1.Seuceand 
Sorrow tor Sins 2+ Confeſſion Of 1t5 
and 3. Averſuizy txom it. For the 
Fir t, 

(1.) The evil of Sin is never (© 
well diſcerned as inits effects. It 15 


ſweet in the mouth; but bitter in the 


belly; And there is no greater evi- 
dence of its vileneſs and malignity, 
then that we have in the ſufferings 
of our Lord, which are ſet before 

C3 us 
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as in the Holy Sacrament. And 
certainly fin mult needs be an ac- 
curſed thing ({aith the conſidering 
Communicant } - That the blcfſed 
Teſus muſt thus be made a Cxrſe for 
itz That is doubtleſs a mighty evil, 
that cannot be expiatcd but by the 
bloud of God z And Sin, without 
queſtion, hath unſpeakable malig- 
nity in it, fince it laid ſuch a load 
of wrath upon the ſhoulders of 
Omnipotence, as made him-com- 
. plain, and ſweat, and groan, and 
dic- The good man hath never 
ſuch a ſence of the evil of fin, as 
when he is awakened by the ſigns 
and images of Chrilis Sufferings , 
and when he fees it writ in Cha- 
rafters of Bloud. Bclides, the baſe- 
neſs and ingratitude of Sin is made 
evident in all the repreſentations of 
the Divine Love, which we have at 
the Lords Table; We lee there, 


that it is an abuſe of the greateſt, | 


and moſt tender Goodneſs ; and 


there is nothing that -more affects 


ingenuous Souls, than the (ence of. 
ſuch 
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ach unworthineſs, and this will 
beget the /ivelieft, and moſt kindly 
ſorrow. They ſhall look on me whom 
they have pierced, and they ſhall 
mourge Zech. 12. 10. The tendereſt 
grief ariſeth from the apprehenſion 
of abuſed Goodneſs; And the more 
ingenuous Spirits are {ooner 
brought to- be troubled for their 
fins, by a ſence of Mercy, than of 
Terrors. Now there is nothing 
that gives a truer, or greater repre- 
ſentation of Divine Grace and 
Kindneſs than the Holy Sacrament, 
and therefore this is a very cfteu-. 
al means to beget and increaſe a 


peniteatial ſence, and ſorrow for. 


fin. And upon this 
( 2 ) Follows Confeſſion , which 
is one expreſſion of theſe.” The 
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apprehenſion of an Angry Maje- - 


liy drives a {inner to deſperation, 
and prevents his Contefſion. When 
the Lord ask'd the man in the 
Golpel wich fome leverity , How 
cameſt thou hither, not having a wed- 


ding garment , he was ſpeechleſs. 
C 4. Ter: 
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Terrors beget ſtupitying fear,which 
ſtops: the mouth, and damns up 
all the paſfages to and from the 
ſoul; whereas the diſcoveries of 
goodneſs and mercy open the heart, 
and melt the feal upon the lips; 
They invite Supplications, and be. 
get Confeſſions; and therefore the 
Sacrament , which is a memorial of 
the greateſt, ſweeteſt,and freeſt mer- 
cy, tends in the nature of it to the 
producing, humble confeſſions and 
acknowledgements 3 and it doth it 
likewiſe. 

(3) As to the Averſation of Re- 
pentance by the ſame way. The top 
and perfection of Repentance, is, 
to tur from our evil wayes. God 
invites his People to this, by the 
Argument that is moſt powerfully 
preſs*d upon. us in the Sacrament, 
namely, That of his pardoning mer- 
cy and kindne(s. Return thou back- 
ſliding Iſrael — and I will not 


F 
? 
: 


canſe. mine anger #0 fall upon you, | 


Fer. 3-12+ His readineſs to pardon 
15 the great motive to return , and 
the 


| 


: 
: 


: 
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the Sacrament is the Seal of the 
Covenant of Pardon. Deſpair of 
Mercy keeps men on in a linful 
courle. Thou ſayeſt there is no hope, 
lay they in the Prophet. Ferems. 
2. 25- They thought their caſe 
deſperate ,, and it follows, 1 
have loved ſtrangers, and after them 
will I go. The Devils perliſt irre- 
claimably in theix .hatred of God 
and Goodnels, becule the unalte- 
rable. Sentence is paſt upon them 3 
And if men come once to quit their 
hopes of Happineſs, they will alſo 


in a ſhort time quit the thoughts 


of God and Virtue, and give them- 
ſelves up to the ſwinge of their Ap- 
petites and Inclinations. Whereas 
on the other fide, Hope is the great 
Encouxagement. and Spring of En- 
deavour, and where this is enliven- 
ed by a full and. quick (ence of par- 
doning Goodneſs, that Soul will 
feel a mighty Motive to reform and 
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tun from fin. Now the Sacra- | 


ment 1s the Seal of that Covenant 


which aſſures us. of Grace, and - 
C5 pardon 
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pardon, and the firmeſt ground of 
our beſt hopes, and moſt glorious 
expcaations, Thus the Grace of 
Repentance reccives increaſe in all 
its exerciſes, from this Divine In- 
ftitution z and fo doth 

( 3.) That other moſt excellent 
Grace, Love, both as it relates 1 
to God, and 2. to our Neighbour, 
( 1.) In the Holy. Sacrament the 
Mytteries of Divine Love are un- 
tolded in all. their circumſtances 
of wonder. There we (ce pardon- 
ing,redeeming, bleeding, dying,Love. 
Love , ſuffering for all our. ſakes 3. 
and Love, procuring all things 
for our intereſts. Love delcend- 
ing to the Grave, and Hell ; and 
Love triumphing over. beth 3 Love 
leading Captivity captive , and obs 
taining gifts for men, Light, Life, 
and a glorious Immortality. $#ch 
Love, and Love beyond what we 
can fay and beyogd what we can 
think, is repreſented at the Holy 
Sacrament , and ths muſt needs 
fre every ſoul, that is not as cold | 
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as the'carth, ,and as dead as the 
Grave. Love begets Love, and' 
one flame kindles another. And 
if we think of this Love, and con- 


fider it as we ought when we come 


to the entertainment of Love, this 
would excite our atfeqions, and 
turn 'our Souls into- holy flames, 
and fo our dead Powers will live, 
and our dull ſleepy affteRtions will 
awake into new ſpirit, and vt 
gour. We ſhall live by. Love, and 
at.by Love, till we are received. 
into the neareſt embraces of Love, 
and (wallowed up in that immenſe 
ocean of Love. Now Love is the 
beft, and moſt pleaſing of all our. 
paſſions? and ' Lowe to God is the 


beft, and moſt pleafant of all Loves; 


A Love free from thoſe tortures,and: 
diſquicts, that ſhame , and thoſe 
gricfs, that are -produced by ab« 


tence and: uncertainties, loſs and: 
gui, ' when this -paſſim is placed- 


upon other bbjeQs... This Love is 
the-Fountain' of: Delight, and the 
{pring - of - Action 3. that twee- 


rens 
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tents our troubles, .and ſtirs up 
our endeavours , that makes duty 
agreeable , and dithculties ealie, 
that is a preſent Heaven, and the 
foretaſt of a greater. This alfo 
(2) Tends to the. encreafing; our 
Love one to another. | It is/a Feaſt 
of Love to our Fathers Houſe, and 
our Lords Table, The Gmeſts are 
Brethren, and profclling Children 
of Love. Here axe all:the engage- 
ments to: love. ſet before ns 3. : The 
'Love. of our Lord, and -his expreſs 
Commandment 4ob.. 13+ 34» - The 
Relations weliand into God; and 
to: one another. We cannot well 
chooſe but pity our . Brothers In- 
firmities, \ and -paydon. each. others 
faults, when we ſcehow-much God 
hath pityed; our |mzſeries, and: how 
graciouſly. he hath pardoned our of- 
Fences. Our animokities (will be 
abated, and oux thoughts: of ma- 
lice and' revenge wyl die;,. Ous In- 
differences' will .be kingne(s ;; and 
our kindne(s Loves. when we;con- 
{ider the inexpreſſible Love of. our 

com- 
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common Lord, and the blcfled cf- 
fe&s of that Love; Reconciliation 
made, Happineſs procur'd, 'and Sin, 
and Death, and Hell conquer'd : A 
ſence of theſe, will (wallow up all 
our little picques, and difpleaſures, 
and ſo fill us with the thoughts 
of Gratitude, and Love; That we 
ſhall forget our enmitics, and em- 
brace our enemies, and ſhed abroad 
our kindneſs uponall about us, yea 
and extend it to all the world in 
prayers, and: good wiſher. And 
now, This Spirit ot Charity is a 
molt divine temper, and a great 
happineſs : *Tis a ſavcet, ſerene, and 
pleaſant thing, areward to it (elf, 
it there were no other: - Whereas 
eyvy, and malice, and all the de- 
erees of them, are an bell and tox- 
ent to the Soul, they.are great ins 
and their own puniſhment; Aud a 
right uſe of the holy. Sacrament. will 
abate, and xcmove theſe, and therein 


alſo.adminitter blefled aud unſpeak- 


ableadvantages to us. 
(4) Our Hopes arc nobly advan- 
ced 
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ced, and ſtrengthened by this Or- 
dinance. When the good man con. } 
fiders the Fuftice and Helineſs of 
Ged, and the perfeGion of his. Law; 
and then takes a view of his own 
finfulneſs , and innumerable zmper- 
feFioms; His Spirits tail, and his 
hope is-giving up. the Ghoſt ; he 
ſinks into trouble, and: almoſt into 
the regions of deſpair : Now all 
the relief that a man can have in 
ſuch a ſtate, is to be drawn from | 
Gods Covenant to pardon fin , and 
to accept of faith and repentance 
inſtead of. perfeion. This is the 
Fencur of the Goſpel, and the 
foundation-of our hopes and this 
Covenant is ſealedand afſured to us 
at the Sacrament; lo that thence 
the faintizg Soul' may derive lite, 
and quickning. And when the 
drooping Chriſtian comes from 
ſeeing God putting his Seal to his 
pardon , and to the promiſes made 
him of eternal Eife; His hopes 
recover , and his ſpirits return un- 
to him, His Soul leaps for Joy , 

anc 
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and all his powers are full of 
content , and pleaſure : And over 


and above this, God is pleaſed ar. 


ſuch tires eſpecially , to vouchſate. 
more abundant manifeſtations of 
himſelf to the Soul, ſealing his love 
upon it, and giving it ſo much afſu- 
rance as may deliver it from its 
unreaſonable doubts and ſuſpicions, 
and make it in part partaker of our 
Maſters joy. But this will be & 
particular by it ſelt. Therefore 

( 5) The holy Sacrament 1s- an 
excellent means to heighten a Chri- 
ſtians Foy- and Comfort. For there 


'we are 1n a ſpecial exerciſe of our 


Graces , and by them are pre- 
pared for Divine peace and plea- 


| ſure, That peace of God which 


paſſeth all underſtanding; Phil. 4. 7; 
and this is ſomething more than thas 
content that naturally ariſeth upon, 
and reſalts from the Actions of 
holineſs and vertue 3 and is ſuper- 
added by the nearer applications of 
the Spirit of God to the Soul 


This pleaſure and fatistaGton God 
1s 
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is always willing to beſtow upon 


us, but we by our {ns indiſpoſe 3 


our ſelves for it, and it 15 not to 
be given but to prepared Souls ; 
And now according to the greater, 
or leſ5 degrees of our preparations, 
and exerciſe of our graces, we 
(hall: have more, or leſs of this ſpi- 
ritual joy, and ſatisfaction in our 
Communions. - But beſides the joy 
which is ſpecial, and extraordinary 
The Ordinance in its own nature 
tends to delight and pleaſure... We 
had 'raiſed ſtorms, and tempelts 
by our fins, and provoked him 
whom we can neither reſiſt, nor 
avoid z His Countenance was full 
of dread and terrours, and Death 


and Hell ſtood ready for the com-. 


mand to ſeize. upon us:. And muſt 


it not needs fill thoſe with joy .and 
tranſport, that were juſt now in. 
this dreadful ſtate, when they thall 


fee the Heavens cleared, and the 
ſtorms gone 3, to behold {miles and 
love in the face of the offended Ma» 


jelty > to be affured that he is recon+ 
ciled 


— 
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c:led , and his Arms are open to re- 


* ceive us; That Hell and Death are 


deftroyed, and Life and Happineſ 
procured for us? All theſe are ſet 
before us in the holy Sacrament, 
and did we uſd it as we ought , our 
ſouls would be tranſported with 
joy, and we ſhould have a delight- 
tull foretafte of the happineſs and 
triumphs of the Bleſſed 3 and all our 


Lives would be Anthems of Praiſe” 


and acclamation to the adorable Au- 
thor and procurer of our Bleſlings, 
And this 

(6) Is another happy advantage 
we derive, or may do, from the 
holy Sacrament, viz. That it height- 
ens and ſpirits our Gratitude and 
Praiſes. Praiſe and acknowlcedge- 
ment of Divine favours, are all 
the return we can make for them 
and we are to offer up thele Sa- 
crifices for our ſelves, and all the 
other creatures : But the common- 
xeft of our mercies takes away the 
ſenſs of them; and we paſs them 


over with ſlight and cuſtomary ac- 
know- 
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knowledgements 3 This ordinarily 


. . . 
is our courſe, and 'tisa very dilin- 


genuous and ungrateful carriage to 
the bountiful Author of our beings, 
and bicflings : But now at the Ho. 
ly Sacrament, Divine favours are 
particularly and ſolemnly reprelen- 
red, our remembrance awakened, 
and our affefions excited; and 
the devout Soul pours it (elf forth 
into holy Euchariſt, and thanks- 


giving. The heart is fall, and the | 


mouth flaws : All the powers rejoyce, 
and rejoycing breaks forth into 
Songs of Praite: And lo begzy rhat 
bleſſed imployment, which thall be 
the work and happineſs of Hea- 
Ven. | 

Thus we ſhall receive increaſe 
to our Graces, and our Comforts, 
from the trequent, and due. ule of 
the Hely Sacrament, and all other 


ſpiritual advantages are contain d 


under theſe. And as by thele: pars 
ticulars we may z4courage our (clves 
to our duty, ſo ix them likewiſe 
we may ſce how we are to demean 

our 
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Our ſelves in the diſcharge of it - 
what afis we arc to exerciſe, and 
by what conſiderations we may fiir 
up our graces, inflame our affedi- 
ons, and firengthen our reſolati- 

01s 
And now the Benefits that I have 
repreſented to incourage and invite 
you to the holy Sacrament do not on- 
ly concern the thorough, and grown 
Chriſtian, but even all that own the 
profeſſion of Chrifts Religion, and 
have not renounc'd their bap- 
tiſmal ingagements by lendneſs , 
and impietyz; For ſuch have fome 
degrees of Faith, Love, Repentance, 
and other vertues 3 But the unhap- 
pinc(s is, that theſe, in the mot, 
are very low, imperfect and in a 
degree that will not fecure their 
condition : Theſe graces n uſt be 
advanced to #obler meaſures, and to 
ſach degrees, as may prevail over 
the contrary habits, and diſþofitions , 
Till the matter comes to this, we 
are under the Law and a yu of 
bondage 3 in a condition of ampo- 
xency 
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tency and weakyeſs, and not arrived 


to the glorious Liberty and Power of | 


the Sons of God : This, all that pro- 
fe(s the Chriſtian Faith and Hopes, 
ought-to aim at, and indeavour at- 
ter 3 and the Sacrament is the moſi 
proper and likely means for the ad- 
vancing of our imperfect Graces to 
that noble height. So that all pro- 
tefling Chriſtians are concerned in 
the duty , and capable of the bene. 
fits. And to all thoſe that have ſuch 
thoughts, and ſuch defires, the Con- 
ſiderations T have preſented will be 
of moment. But for the reſt that 
are careleſ5 and unconcerned, dead to 
ſuch ſpiritual Motives, and ſtupidly 
careleſs of the duty , and the privi- 
ledzes that attend itz They are not 
Chriſtians, but do as much as in 
them lies, to renounce. their Relti- 
gion, and to put themlclves into 
the condicion ot Heathens and pro- 
tefſed Inhdels. This is that I come 

next to diſcourle. 
After all my perſwaſions, and 
moſt carneſt endeavours, I have 
t00 
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too much cauſe to think that ſome 


* among you negled& the holy Ordi- 


nance not for any reaſox that they 
have, or can as much as pretend ; 
but from meer brutiſh ſtupidity and 
wnconcernment. They care not for 
theſe things. The motives of Reli- 
gion, and another world can do #o- 
thing with them ſuch conſiderations 
are not felt, but paft over their 
Souls without making any impreſ- 
ſions on them. And now, as for 
ſuch, I come to ſhew , That they 
diſclaim Chriſt, and his Religion , 
and are by no means to be reckon- 


ed into the number of Chriſtians. 


This I prove by the tollowing par- 
ticulars. 

Firſt, They renounce a main 
Article of the Creed, viz. The 
Communion ot Saints, their 
Communion with ( 1) Chriſt, and 
their Communion with (2) one 
another. ( 1) Chritt invites us to 
his Table , and prepares a ſpiritu- 
all entertainment for usz and in 
that there is a ſalemn and fecial 

mnter- 
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intercourſe between him, and his | 
Church , which: on oxy part Con» | 


fiſts in the exerciſe of our Graces 
. and on by, in the benefits , and 

bleſings he beltows. He invites 
us to come and to meet him there 
to injoy ſpiritual correſpondence, 
and communion with him: And 
now , _ to refuſe the invi- 
tation, is to ſignifie our contempt of 
the holy Jeſus , and ſo declare that 
we care not . for any nearnelſs of 
correſpondence with him. And 
ſuch negleQors in effeR (ay , that 
they love the converſe and commu- 
nion of their vain, and vitious com- 
pany 3 That they can ſpend their 
time pleaſantly in their converlati- 
on , upon an Ale bench , or place 
of idleneſs , or debauches : But for 
Chriſt Feſws they like not his com- 
pany , and care not for any inti. 
macy of acquaintance with him, 
This is the direct language of (uch 
practices, and neales and what 
kind of Chriſtians arc ſuch as theſe? 
(2) They retiounce the Communi- 


, 
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04 of Saints one amoyg another. The 


| holy Sacrament is the Feaſt of Cha- 


rity , and Chriſtian Love, and there 
our aftetions are united to God, 
and to our brethren. There we 
proteſs to be of one Body, one 
Society, and to be all members one 
of another. So that thoſe who neg- 
let and refuſe this holy Symbol 
of Love; break off from the $0o- 
ciety of Chriſtians, and declare 
they will have nothing to do 
with them, as far as they are 
concerned in that name, and rela- 
tion : That they will not be of the 
flock, and number that Chriſt calls 
by ; but would rather have their 
lot with the world, and herd of 
mankind, who are {trangers to 
the Covenant of Promiſe , without 
hope, and without God in the world. 
Eph. 2. 12. That they value not 
their priviledges , nor care for their 
hyper. This is the meaning of their 
neglc& , and ſuch Chriſtians are 

the wilful rcfuſers. . 
(2) They renounce their Baptiſm. 
"ne 
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This is the Sacrament of entrance 
into Chriſtianity , and bere ingage 
ments are laid upon us without 
our knowledge or conſent. At 
the Sacrament of the Lords Sup. 
per we ſolemyly engage, and tak 
thoſe obligations upon our ſelves. It 
we refuſe to do this, we withdraw 
our conſent from what was done in 
our ſtead z we make our Baptiſme 
void, and put our ſelves into the 
ſtate of Infidels and Heathens. The 
Indians were by the Spaniards dri- 
ven to Baptiſm in droves, like Cat- 
tel to the water , without knows 
ing what it meant , or what they 
did in it : were theſe Chriſtians by 
virtue of ſuch a Baptiſm? Eſpeci- 
ally, is there any reaſon to think 
thoſe of them ſuch , who as ſoon as 
they were free , made open decla- 
Tations againſt it. And are thoſe 
among us Chriſtians, who were 
ſigned with that Religion when they 
could not belp it? and profeſiagainlt 
it by their a&tions and negleQs, 
as ſoon as they are in capacity 

to 
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todo it? who diſown'it, when they 


| areſolemnlycalled to put their ſeal, 


and to declare their allowance and 
approbation ? Their .ſureties inga- 
ged for them that they ſhould belzeve 
the Chriſtian Faith; keep God's 
Commandments, and renounce the 
World, the Fleſþ and the Dewll : 
But ſay theſe by their practiſe, what 
had they to do 'to. undertake ſuch 
things fie us.5 we will ſtand to no 
ſuch ingagements : we are calPd 
on to make this good our ſelves in 
perſon at the 'other Sacrament, or 
by our negle&s to declare it void : 
but we will not tie. our ſelves, or 


own any ſuch ingagements onus 3: 


we Will leave our ſelves at large to 
believe what we pleaſe, and to 
praiſe what we bw ,- and to 
gratifie and worſhip, as long as we 
think fit, the World, the Devil, and 
the Fleſh,: our friends, and deareſt 
correſpondents. All this likewiſe 
is plainly ſignified in the negle& 
ot the holy Sacrament z and there- 


tore certainly ſuch are no better 
D Chriſti- 
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Chriſtians than the wild men of | H 
America : which will further appear | L 
.1f we conſider. lo 

(3.) That by it. they &devy the | © 
very profeſſion of Chrift Feſw; fe 
They will not as much as claim, ſo 
nor pretend to him, in any ſolemn, 
ſignificant way, To ſay that we are | 
Chriſtiaus , and now and then to 
hear a Sermon , aheſe arc not pro- 
Feffion exough: They are but cold 
declarations of our «pixion3 no 
good fignifications 'of our Faith, 
The right profeſſion ot Chriſtianity is 
made, by our preſenting our (elves 
at the Lords Table, and x nb 6 
our Faith there; that is a ſolemn an 

publique confeſſion and acknow- 
ledgement. To hear Sermons is too | 

.often but curioſity or cuſtom 3 to ſay | | 

we are of the Chriſtian Religion, 18 

| 
( 
| 


but a declaring in what way we 
have been brought up; and meer 
eduration- Faith is but a faint, wnſig- 
ifying thing 3 It is but opinion and 
alow degree of aſſent. *Tis true, 
a 'man-may be a Formalift and an 


Hypacrite 
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Hypocyite when he comes to the 
Lords Table, as well as in other 
lower ignifications of his Religi- 
on. But however, he makes a pro- 
feſſion, and that which is proper and 
ſolemn : whereas the wilfaly wegli- 
ext refule to make any due conteſ- 
Go of Chrift and his Religion, 
ary openly deny him before men, 
and ſuch be will -- before bis Father 
which is in beaven, Mat. 10.33. To 
withdraw from the profeſſion of 
oY porn in times of difficulty 
and perſecution is a great lin 3 bis 
tis ſuch a one as admits of ſome 
extennation from the frailty of bu. 
mane nature, and the temptations of 
fear and ſel elf love ; But to deny the 
profeſſion of Chrilt in times y_ Li» 
berty and #nconragement, this is an 
ofron to the Ho 5 Fei, for which 
there is. no jo of excuſe , and 
_—_ —— from contempt, and a 
neplet of him. Such per- 
ſons _ to the world, that they 
own zotbing of Religiox 3 but count 


it a diſparigomen to be — 
2 


FI 
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any way concern'd forit. Andfo 
are by -no-means to be accounte 
Chriſtians. Further, 6G 
(4.) Their refuſal - and negleR is 
a quitting and renouncing the whole 
Covenant that God hath made with 
ſinners in his Son. The Covenant 
on Gods part offers Grace and Glory; 
and on-ovrs, it binds to Faith and 
fincere obedience. We are. called to 
che Sacyament to fee” God confirm 
#ng what he hath promiſed, and 
wr Aa us to-make good what 
concerns him ::: On the otherlide; 
we are to:Preſent: our ſelves: thert, 
to profeſs our readineſs and relolus 
tion, to perform our part, to ke 
the terms to which weare ingaged, 
and upon which we' expect the 
promiſed bleſſings. ' Now it we wik 
tully- refuſe: this Confirmation, we 
withdraw our felves fxomithe'Co- 
venant, and declare that Grace and 
Glory are things that we ncithet 
vare for. inor expe 3 and that we 
wall not«tie our \{clves to any faith 
or bomage; but would be as tree as 
| 233 We 
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we can, to follow the Devil and our 
Lwſts: and (o are far off from being, 
Chriſtians. 


Cn A Po» IV. 


oo thus briefly ſhewn-. you 
what is ſignified ' and implyed 
in the wegle# ot the Holy Sacra» 
ment. * Many of you that are guilty 
of this ſin, would I ſuppoſed be loath 
openly, and in words , to renownce 
Chrifti and his Religion, and- yet 
while--you continue in this obſti- 
nate, dangerous negle&, you do it, 
as fully as it your tongues declared 
apainlt that. name and- profeſſion. 
And I think when. any ſuch as theſe 
turn Papiſts, Turks, or Fere, they 
do but change to ſome ſhew of Reli- 
gion, from.oxe at all. So that it is 
no real. diſparagement, or loſs to 
our Church , when thoſe. Inhidels 
declare inwards, what betore they 
luffciently ſignified by their prot 


T3 
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(tice. They go out from us, becauſt 
they were wever of us, 1 Fohn 2. 19+ 
They do not cbange their Religion, 
for they had never any before 
which they might exchange. 

This, Sirs, in (ſerious truth, is the 
condition of thoſe that wilfmlly re. 
fuſe, and negle& the Duty © Hoy 
Communion; And me thinks 
thould make ſuch tremble to conſe 
der, that they live in a profeſt and 
impudent contempt of God. * Yon 
pity Heathens, and "ignorant Ames 
ricans > but there is work enough 


| for yotr pity at home, and their 
CON 


ition - certainly is not wore, 
than the condition of thofe carelcfs 
negligent finners among our ſelves, 
Yea, the Apoſtle tells us, That*tis 
better never to bave known the way 
of truth, than after we have known 
it to tern away from the Holy Com 
mandment, 2 Pet.2. 21. and our Sa+ 
viour faith, Tt ſhall be more tolerable 
for the dark Tyre and Sidon, at judg- 
ment, than for the ilightned Ca- 
fernaum and Bethſaida, Matt. 11-22: 
We 
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We think ther condition dread- 
ful that fay, there is #0 God, andno 
doubt it is ſo: And certainly their 
fate is not leſs deplorable, That 
acknowledge there is a God, but de- 
fie him, and carry the matter fo, as 
if in' good earnet there were no 
fach being. To liveat large without 
the derious on of ſome Reti- 
gion; is z and axnatural > And 
thole Savages that do ſo, deſerve 
pot'to continue in the fecictics of 


mes; but are fitter to range aron 

thewild beat df tliewooks Ani 
futb: are thoſe among us, that ne- 
ver make any ſolemn profeflion Sd 
any Relizion , by any af of their 
own. They have zo Religion, but 
that of their Climate , which they 
neither underſtand, nor mind; 
they are Chriftians by the Chriftia- 
xity of otbers (viz. the gemeral profeſ- 
fon of their Country) or they ave 
none atallz and if they live and dic 
m this condition', wild men and 
Cannibals will at the laſt be ina bers 


ter ſtate than zbey. 
D 4 And 
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And now, Sirs, Reaſon for this 
careleſneſ3 and dangerous ' negled,1 
am ſure. you have none Nor do 
the ſort I am now dealing with, 


pretend Scruples. of Conſcience. But|- 


yet ſome Excwfes there are, :which 
you" know.are jbut' 2ain , thatryou 
uſe: '\upon- occaſion . toi take off 'the 
edge of reproof;;! and ; to ſeerh-to 
juſtific'your ſelves by'them in- the 
Gght of men. - 7; i | 

© > Fhus they that were invited; to 
the Supper:in the :Pazable, Lake:14s 
18: made exeuſesr;: One. had hoxght 
ground, and- he-mult ſee 1t3;.2\fes 
cond; had bought Oxen,. and he muſt 
try them; and a. third, bad morried 
a Wife, and. cold not. coma. None 
of theſe pretences had any. good 
reaſon in them's they ;were ſome 
thing to ſay, aud had alittle. colowr, 
but they were not the cauſes of 
their not coming to the: Supper, 
No, the trze ground was their coi- 
tempt of the Maſter, and his T1 
tation : and therefore Matt. 22.3, 
"tis ſaid, They would wot comes 
| Their 
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Their excuſes were looked on, as flat 
denyals, and the reafon is given 
after': It was not their Ground, 


_ tortheir Oxen, nor their Marriage 3 
. but their diſefteem of the Lord, and 


his Feaſt, They made light of it, v. 5» 
But houg theſe excuſes were not 
good, yet they had: fomething ſpe- 
ciow in. them : *T'was buſineſs, and 
conſiderable occations that were aL 
kdg'd : and ſuch affairs they really 
had, for *tis ſaid in St. Matthew, 
that they went- their way, one to 
bif Farm, and another ts bts Mer» 


 thandiſe ; ſo that there was ſomething 


te in their pleas, though the main; 


thing for which they:were brought: 


was falſe. ' But now, if they had tent 
word, that the' Lord's bouſe was {0 
far off, chat they 'were not able to 


puny 


$T 


oto it, thonph really it were with-- 


ſome few furlongs of their remo- 


| teſt dwellings, .and not fartherthan 


the'Marketr, which they conſtantly 


frequented : There had:been more. 


folly in this excuſe. If they. had: 


Gid, that there: was not roomfor 


D-s' * them. 
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them all in the Lord's Houſe, when 
they knew, that it. was never ful 
on ſuch occafions, and that a great 


part of thoſe that were invited, 


would not come, fo that they were 
fure to find too many empty pla- 
Ces 3 the excuſe would have been 
interpreted as a mockery, and.3 
ſeoff .at the invitation. If they 
had told the Meſſengers, that 
they would not come, _ except 
they had each of them a Chair and 
Cuſhion provided for him, and 
might fit in flate and eaſe at the 
Entertainment, this had been 
greater arrogance than appears in 
tboſe Refuſers. If they had ſent the 
Lord word, that they would not 
feaſt with him, at ſxcb, or ſuch of 
his Houſes, that were appointed, 
and were moſt couvenieant or theit 
reception 3 but they would have it 
here , ox therez at home, and, next 
doox , in places much kels fit : Thi 


would have been a very hnmerſome 


and vety- rude. anſwer to the Invie 
gation, If further they had 
enac 
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that the Feaſt began top foor, and 
that they could not riſe ſo early, 
though the . Sun. was up many 
hours before, and they were abroad 
every day earlier about their other 
bafineſs> This -alfo had been an 
affront' to the Maſter, and a. con- 
tempe to his kindaueſ}. But it theſe 
ſurly; uuwortby people ſhould have 
been humoenur'd in all particulars, 
and things ſhould have been 6 

ed, as to have avoided all 
theſe pretences: And: yet. if. after 
ſuch condeſcention they ſhould have 
refuſed , they had confirted them- 
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ſelves, and given the Jye to their . 


excxſes:; But, if notwithſtanding 
all +bis, they ſhould have cried out - 
that they were: periſhing for want of . 


bread; and clamour'd , and com- 


ind heavily that . provifion was - 
= made ark, what could - 


have been faid  tofuch an avypudent, . 


brazen'dſort of Hypecrites ? - 


- Sixs, there are ſome among; you: : 
that undexſtand what-L:'mean: 1 - 
ſpeak not . thus out . of il-will to | 

; | upbraid: : 
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npb:aid any of you, but I ought to 
»ind.you, and to endeavour to con- 
vinceyou of your: fins. - What ever 
colours the guilty may (ct upon thei 
negleas, and contempts-of Holy 
Ordinances, before men, God will 
not be deceiv'd, or-mockd 5: there is 
no- putting tricky upon him. * If you 
will not be perſrwaded: to- your du- 
ty, he knows the reaſon, aud' *tisin 


ain to make falſe flouriſhes , and 


excuſes.  .Yea,/:ſome mens pretencer 


are {o openly autrue;; and groſy, that 


they .cannot/-as . mich. as hope-to | 
&ectave-mez. by them, Every one | 


ſees the falſehood, and lying of theiz 
allegations z- all theic' aFions pro» 
elaim thasthey do not; themſelves 
Fa l wignoy” any thing -—= they 
ſays and: yet they have' the ;prodis 
gious impudence: to tye-,on in. the 
face.of;-God,  and-'conſrience:, and 
mem So ſeared, and" bardxed are 
fome in ' their perverſueſs and £/o 
erifie; and:.a&t:at that: rate, as it it 


werea pldy-gaie, and ſport:of wit 


» howhow many wayes;they;had 
gl « tO. 


_ 
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to evade theix: duty ,; with ſome 
of reaſon. Sitrs,,when this ze 

ſore of evil- men- haye.the forehead 
to pretend Religion, they become the 
molt - miſchievous miſcreants upon 
earth:3 and the fitteſt Inſiruments 
that Sathan can defire or: uſe for 
the affairs of his Kingdom. But 
no more of therm now. — _; 
, Friends, |} am exceeding trous- 

bled toſce how zydutifull to God, 
and how aukind to themſelves, how 
fookſh and wnreaſonable many men 


' are,. when they ſeck. for /3ttle occa 
_ fone to pretend, as- reaſons again 


the greateſt and moſt important Du- 
ties 3 when that which would ex+ 
euſe. nothing elſe , (hall excuſe them 
unto God fs a meglet of his wor- 
[77 1n. the greaieft Inſtances of it-: 
An aking;finger:, a kew- Drops, of 
rai, the cold:;Air, a: Fit of Drowſi- 
#eſs, an impertinent- v3fit, or fuch 
bke trifles, are enough tobe pleaded 
far abſence from the Houle of God, 
and-Holy; Communion with him, 
My wife. was-ngt at, home, er ſhe 

p Was 
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was buſic, 'my Childs head aked, 
or had friends to dine with'me, 
therefore I could not be at the $4. 
eraments Therefore I conld not ! 
For ſhame falſe man | offer ſach 
excuſes tothy Mafter, orthy Prince, 
when he commands, and expects 
thine attendance, ſee how he a 
take them from thee': yea offer ſuch 


but to thine equal, that waits for 


thee on affairs of moment, and try 
how kindly he will receive the 
diſappointment on ſuch grounds, 
Dofſt yr uſe'to ſay ,: I cowld: m0t 
go out to market to buy neceſſa- 
ries, becauſe *rwas -cold weather; 
I could not go to Dinner to my 
kind Neighbour next door, that in- 
vited me, becauſe I had a cory upot 
my great Toe? Ave {uch pretences 
too g'to be uſed an-fuch vs 
dinary \ occaſions ,''* and” are they 


enough for the D— will oh. | 


ferve to excule 
ſe thy foul wi the brad of 
and: thy waking proviſion 
eternity?" Will they anſwer - 
eny 


ws + fk mo 
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thy not waiting on thy Lord, the 
Loxd of Lite and Glory, when he 
invited thee to the Featt of Love, 
at the Houſe of Banquets ? ' What 
thoughts haſt thou of the prive- 
ledges of the Goſpel, the Communi- 
on of Saints, the peace of Conſcience, 
the joyes of the Holy Ghoſt, the 
foretaſts of Glory, what, I ſay, doſt 
thou think of z#beſe, if they have 
not ſa mueb power with thee as the 
molt acknowledged trifles ? With 
how much Jeſs reſpe& and devo- 
tion doſt thou ſerve God, than 
wicked men do the Devil and their 
Laſts ? When they invite to jolly 
meetings and communion in debau- 
ebery and beaſtial madyeſ7, do the 
Blades uſe-to make of» excules ? 
Are they diverted and kept off from 


their brunifh, ſatisfaQtions | by ſuch 
Notbings 7 certainly they could'not 


| ſo excuſe themſelves to their buſts 


and v#e Companions. And do you 
wary to be worſhippers of the 
God of Heaven, and worſhippers of- 
the beſt and pxreff ſort, to be Chri- 


ftians, 
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ſtians,, and expeRants of, eterng] 
glories as rewards of your ſervices, 
and do you thus ſerve your Maker; 
now. and then when the. humour 
takes you, when the Devil hath »y 


buſineſs tor you, and you have we | 


thing elſe to do? , Are .you not 
alhamed to confels. that Rejigioy 
bath ſo /tzle power with. you, and 
that every ,thing can do more with 
you, than your duty to God, and 
the intereſt of your fouls? Dy 
you thu work, out your ſalvation ? 
Do you thus ſeek, a Kingdom, a bea- 
venly Kingdom, an everlaſting King- 
dom 2 Is this the work and patience 
of the Goſpel ?- Is this running, 
and ftriving, and fighting, and giving 
diligence ? Is this cutting f right 
bands, and plucking out right eyes ? 
Is this forſaking all and fol} ming 
Chriſt? If there. be Moy 20s — 


there be any ſhame, if there be ang | 


Conſcience, if there be any ſenſe 0 
God and. Religion in you, let not 
ſmall matters keep you from this 
your greateſt duty' and concern 

EN Pw. ATI Make 


they: are ſo to ſome, I ſhall take them. 
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Make no more ſob vain and /elf- 
condemning Apologies. 1 know not 
whether it were not. better for you 
once for all., to ſay you are xs 
Chriſtians > than to inſiſt on-ſuch 


| ſhameleſs pretenfions for your neg» 


lets of .. Chriſt and his appoint» 
ments. 1 add no / more. on this 
had now. I pray God you may 
lay to heaxt what I have ſaid.-"': + 


\ 
k 
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* Paſs now. to diſcourſe with the 

other fort of Refaſers; viz. 
-» (2) Thoſe that ſtand off upon the 
ore of miſtakes of Conſcience. In, 
applying my. (elf ro them, I ſhall 
eonfider the moſt weighty objedions 
that carry any colowr of conſcience 
with them. And though I know 
many, pretend ſeruples of this ſort; 
when in earneſt they are not the rea» 
ſons of their neglc&s 3 yet becauſe 


tO 


56 An Earnelt Invitation 


to account, They are of two 


ſorts, 
(1 ) Such as hinder men only 
ſametimes, and in part- 


(2) Such as wholly obſtru 
their Communion, and are pretended: 


as grounds, why they cannot partake 


with us at axy time. 
- Of the po kind are +beſe that 
follow.z ws. & 

(I) We hear ſometimes, | I 
would no: have neglefted the ho 
Sacrament, but I was nz in charity; 
ſuch, or fuch a perſon hath abuſed 
me, and I was at odds with him; 
fo that I durftnot come. } 

To this I fay, That in fach an 
occafion, thou art ſeriouſly, and am- 
partially to conſider , whether thy 
Gfplealure were juſt, or unjuſt; 
upon the detexmining of #bis -will 
depend the fate of the caſe It 

( 1 ) Thy diſpleaſure were juſt, 
and thy Neighbour hath done thee 
Wrong, and perſiſts in it without re- 
Pentance, Or reparation > *tis no wi- 
charitableneſs to be aut wath him, 


or | 
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or think amiſs of him. In ſ#ch a 
caſe, thy avger is no firs ſolong as 
it keeps it (elf within juſt bonds. 
Be angry, and fin not, faith the A= 
poltle, Eph.4.26. they may be parted 
And what is no fix cannot »nfft us 
for the holy Commnnion. For thas 
Ordinance doth not oblige us tobe 
recoufrled ir: Our thoughts to wir 

ed, and injurious men, while hep 
x 006 4g fach: It wil 
indeed require us not to reverpe 
our ſelves on them, -to do them 


wrong, or to defire their r»ine, or 
2s much as hart; but ot to have 


kd and good thoughts of them 
while they continue —_— in their 
fins, and injuſtice; ot wail. it were 
in the power of every wicked perſon 
to binder the good man from the 
Sacrament, when he pleaſed. On 
ſuch an occaſion (1 ſay ) we may be 
mnocently angry, and not only pity 
the injurious man, which many 
times 1s but a proud, though more 
plauſible word to diſguiſe anger by. 


And the man that is but thus juſtly 


diſplea- 
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pleaſed with an offender againſt 
God, and himſelf, is not z4diſpoſed 
for the 'Sgcrament thereby. It this 
be your caſe atany time, you ought 
not to permit the injury of afiother 
to do you ſo much more, as to keep 
you-from your attendance on Chriſt 
at his Feaſt of Love. _ 11.1 
. ' But {2 If upon examinatiog. you. 
have found, that, your. anger, and 
diſpleaſure was anjuſt then. the 
fm. and the wroyg was on. your 
Part, and you ought to.repent of it, 
and reſglve againſt it;, 45-4. arepara= 
tion for the holy Sacrament. . And 
ityou do ſo, the Sacrament will be 
a_proper means to your end ? There 
you will tind confiderations, and 
belps for the cooling. of the heats of 
your paſſion and for the allaying 


the boylings of your rage, and. ani 


moſity :. 1 ay, if you are convinced 
in your conſcience, that your wrath 
1s undeſerved, you, ought to repent, 
and if you d» ſo, you ought to ul: 
the Hily Sacrament for the. confir- 
mution of y our repentance. 


So. 
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So that-the ſexuple of not being 
in charity cannot juſtly keep any 
from'the Sacrament, but thoſe that 
know they hate their brother with- 
out a cauſe, and are relolv*d to 
perſiſt in that hatred ; ſuch as will 
not be reconciled to one that 
hath done them wrong, though he 
repents, and endeavours reparation : 
And ſuch, in ctte&, renounce Chriſt, 
and-declare that they expe& no 
benefit from his merit, or mediation 
tor the obtaining pardon for them- 
ſelves. It this beryour condition, 
you may well be efraid to: come 
to the * Holy Sacramentz and .yon 
aay-as well tremble to pray, Fors 

ive us our treſpaſſes, as we. forgive 
them that treſpaſs againſt us. * For 
this is directly praying againſt your 
elves. I hopetit 1s-not thr with 
any of you that: make 'this excep- 
tion. ? 1 ts HY 

But your. neighbour (you think 
45an evil man, -hath done you inju- 
ry, and not askt your pardon,: or 
longht your amends you are there- 
| fore 
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fore diſpleaſed with him, and feel 
much anger in your mind againſi 
him; but yet are very ready to for 
give him upon his acknowledgement; 
and defire of forgiveneſs. It it be at- 
ter this manner with you , you 
ought not to abſtain from the $+ 
erament for this teaſon 3 but 
ther to addreſs your ſelves to it, 
to provide and pray that your juf 
anger may not grow into malice 
and rage 5 that you may not be 
provoked to repay your enemy one 
injury for another, but that by the 
due uſe of thole holy myſteries you 
may be more inclined to forgiveneſy, 
when he ſhall be fie for it. This] 
think is ſufficient for that doubt, 

(II) Some plead; | 7 bare þ 
wuch buſineſs faln upon me, that 1 
bave not time to prepare my ſelf, and 
therefore I cannot come | 

In Auſwer to this, I ſhall fa 
ſometbing that concerns * Buſineſt, 
and ſomething , that concerns 
P reÞaratione 

(1)As to Wufineſs, Doth your 

Buſmeſi 


] 
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Buſmeſs afford you time to eat, and 
drink, and ſleep, and noxe to fit your 
ſouls for ſpiritual entertainments, 
andiconverſe with God ? 

(2) Have you any greater, have 
you any better buſtneſs, than to 
prepare your (elves to remember the 
Love of your dear Lord, to meet 
with him, to revew your Covenant 
with God, and to receive pledges 
of his pardern , and his love? Do 
you not- reckon, that this is buſi- 
neſs; 'and the moſt important and 
neceſſary buſineſs ; and ſhall the 
greater matters give place to the 
leſs ? 

(3) Is not much 'of the buſmeſs 
that binders, needleſs ? have you 
not volentarily involy'd yours felf 
in more affairs than it was neceſſary 
you ſhowld, or than your liate or ſta= 
tion in'the world requir*d ? might 
not ſome of it have been put off to 
—_— * might not the 
time that you ſpend m inpertines- 
cies be imploncd in ſome of chat 
bifinels ? 


Ask 
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Ask your Conſciences theſe que- 
ſtions 3 and know, that what «ver 
bulineſs -you take upon, you more 
than is conſiſtent with your duty ta 
God; and to your fouls, -that buſ- 
neſs is your fin. 'But if your bulinels 
were not voluntary, but thrown on 
you by Providence ; the doing fuch 
neceſſary buſineſs-is Gods work.z and 
while you do it in his fear, and with 
an eye to his glory, you are doing 
ſomewhat that is a preparation for 
the Holy Sacrament, or at leaſt #54 
which doth not by any means 3n- 
difpoſe you for its And hence | 
pals to the Anſwers that concern 

IE Pzeparation. Asto this take 
thelc two things. i 

(x) There are Preparations 16 
quired to, Prayer and Hearing , & 
well as to the Sacrament 3 Medita- 
tion is the Preparation for Prayer, 
and - Prayer. the - Preparation fort 
Hearixg 3 -and.I hope that notwith: 
ſtanding your bulineſs you  per- 
form theſe. duties : ; If wot, you are 
to repent ſpeedily of yournaght 

Wah an 
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and to take the firſt opportunity of 
the Sacrament , there to confeſi your 
fn, to declare your repentance and 
reſolutions of amendment > to beg, par- 
don for what you have omitted, and 
grace to aſſiſt you in what you reſolve. 
But it you have perform'd tboſe holy 
ſervices, then I lay, 

(2) That thoſe performances joyn- 
ed with faith and repentance arc 
preparations for the Holy Commu- 
nion. For when we hear, and 
when we pray, we do the ſame 
thing that we do at the Sacrament, 
though #ot with that ſolemnityz we 
remember Chriſt when we bear, and 
we do the ſame, and renew our 
Covenant with God when we pray, 
(in which two I have told you he 
nature of the Ordinance confilts 3) 
ſo that theſe as are diſpoſitions 
and preparations for that which. is 
the more ſolemn performance. A 


|| good life in the diſcharge of our 


duties towards God and man, is an, 
babitual and conſtant preparation tor 


the Sacrament 3 and a true Chriſtian 
E is 
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is alwayes ready and prepared to re- 


member Chriſt, and to confirm the ' 


Covenant whereby he is a Chriſtian, 
It is indeed very fit, that we ſhould 
take ſome time before we approach 
the Lords Table, to call together 


into our-thoughts the ſeveral great 


inliances of the love of our dear Sa- 
viour , Which we are to remember 
there z what particular ſins we have 
to confeſs and to reſolve and cove- 
nant againſt ; what graces We want, 
and are more eſpecially to implore. 
Theſe things we ſhould do, but 
they are not works that will re- 
quire much labour or time , it we 
have been conſtant in the other pre- 
paratory duties of Meditation, Pray» 
er, and Hearing, tor they do habi- 
taate ſuch thoughts and rc{olutions 
to the ſouls of good men. But it 
thy caſe be ſ#ch, that-thou haſt been 
an evil man , and negligent of all 
fpiritual duty 3 but art now ſexſible 
of thy lin, and defirous to reforms 
that ſenſe and thoſe defires of amend- 
ment (1f they arc ſincere, and if thou 
under+ 
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underſtandeſt the natrre of the $2- 


T crament, and Gods Covenant that 


is ſcaled by it) are thy preparations. * 

Fhe more time thou takeſt, and the 
more: prayers and thoughts thou im- 
ployeft with other means , to make 
the ſenſe of lin deep, and the deſires 
of reformation -autexſe' and great 3 
the more thou art prepared , and'the 
better things are like to ſucceed 
with thee : But it. thy preparations 
ate of a lower , and more-imperte& 
degree, ( if of the rrue kind) thou 
oughteſt xot therefore to abſtain; 
God will pardon thy infirmizes, and 
aecepr of thy ſincerity, and ſtrengthen 
thee ſp, that thou ſhalt! bc berzer 
prepared againſt another opportunity, 
if thou art not wanting to thy ſelf. 
But as to this, -I may have occalion 
to ſpeak more under the next Head, 
towhich I now come: 

Viz (II) To conſider the Scrw- 
ples of Conſcience, that keep {ome off 
wholly from publick Communions- 
They are cither of ſach as refrain, 
becauſe ( 1)-they think” themſelves 
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#uworthy, or (2) of thoſe that doit 
becauſe they think others unworthy, 
or (3) of ſuch as refuſe on the opi- 
nzon , that the way of adminiſtration. 
is unworthy. Moſt of the conſidera- 
ble and uſual doubts will fall under 
one or other of theſe. I begin with 
thoſe of the firſt ſort, 

(1) We would come tothe Holy: 
Communion , but alas we are not 
worthy of {o great an honour and 
priviledgez and we are afraid to 
come, becauſe we hear that he that 
eats aud drinks unworthily, eats and 
drinks bis own damnation. | 

To this, propoſed thus in the 
general, I anſwer (1) we are alſo 
unworthy of common mercies, of 
meat and drink and raiment 3 and of 
the more uſual .piritral mercies, 
that God ſhould Ffeak, unto us, or 
that we ſhould be permitted fo 
ſpeak unto him z ſhall we therefore 
ſtarve our (elves, and go naked? 
ſhall we therefore retuſe to hear, 
and pray ? In the Sacrament there 
1s ſomething of duty, and ſentbing | 

| ® 
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of priviledge, when we are com- 
manded to do a duty reaſonable and 
juſt , ſhall we refuſe becauſe we are 
unworthy ? when we are invited 
unto a benefht great and free, and 
neceſſary, ſhall we reſiſt it. becauſe we 
are not worthy? To do thus is to 
render our ſelves more undeſerving. 
When God offers favors , we may 
and ought to accept , though we are 
unworthy of them. | 

- (2) All men are unworthy in the 
ſenſe of the Law. Every man in his 
beſt eftate is altogether vanity, Plalm 
39+ 5. We are all an unclean thing, 
and our righteouſucſt is as filthy rags, 
Ifa. 64. 6. The meaning 1s, all men 
are fianers, and their beſt ſervices are 
imperfeft and polinted. There 1s none 
righteow,. no not one, according to 
the lirictne(s and ſeverity of the 
Law , which require unſinning 0- 
bedience. This uuworthineſi then 1s 
not a reaſon why thou ſhouldit re 
tran ; yea 


( 3) If thou art ſeyfible of this: 


thine anwortbineſt, and deſirous to 
E 3 be 


TI 
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be made more worthy , thou ought- 
elt tor that reaſou to come. *Tis 
ſuch that Chritt invites ; Come aunty 
me all ye that are weary and heauy 
laden, and T will give you reſt, Matth. 
11. 28. He came not to call the righte- 
ous, but finuery to repentance, Matth, 
9.13» Ho every man that thirfteth, 
come-=-= Ia. 55.1. The Spirit and 
the Bride ſay come , and let bim that 
* athirſt come,---- Rev. 22, 17+ Senſe 
of ſpiritual wants , and defire of ſþi- 
ritual ſupplies, is part of Goſpel- 
worthineſs; and that which gives a 


right to the Sacrament. Thy being 


an #4worthy {inner , is not a reafon 
why thou ſhouldſt refrain , except 
thou art obſtinately reſaly*d to cons 
tinue ſo. The Beggar is never the 
more #1worthy of an alms , becauſe 
he is in rags , and great miſeryz nor 
the ſick man the more unworthy 
the care and pains of a Phyſician, be- 
cauſe his diſcaſe is great and violent 
upon him. If indeed the Beggar 
trees and chooſeth want ,, and icorns 
charity \ 1t the Patient bates and re» 


fit 
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fits the Phyſician and his appliea- 
tions 3 in ſuch. a caſe the one is un- 
worthy of relicf, and the other of 
the means of bealth. It this be thy 
cale in fpirituals, thou art unworthy z 
and till thou art of another temper, 
I would not perſwade thy coming. 
Bar it-on the other kand , thou art 
ſenſible of thy fins , and defirous of 
pardon and grace to reform , thou 
haſt the qualification that "renders 
thee one that may and ought to come : 
and thou art worthy, as a Beggar is 
of an' alms , or the Sick of phyſtek 
that is , thou wanteſt it, and Chritt 
invites thee to come, to receive 
ſupplies ſatable to thy wants. So 
that if it be thas with thee, the fen- 
tence of the Apoltle pronounced on 
him that eats and drinks unworthil y 
will not concern thee. 

But the doubter preficth the 
matter more particularly > Knows 
ledge, Faith, and Repentance are 
neceſſary to this worthineſs : But I 
haye no knowledge I cannot believe, 
I caynot repent; aud thergtore am 

-- not. 
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wot worthy. ] 

L ſhall ſpeak to theſe dijtiuGy, 
and apart. 

As to what concerns (1) Kngy- 
l2dge. I propoſe theſe things. 

( 1) Perhaps thou art miſtaken 
in the degrees of Kxowledge that are 
neceſſary. It is not neceſſary that 
thou ſhouldſt have knowledge in 
deep and controverſal points , no, 
nor yet in many dodrizal opinions 
about Religion , that are leff pecula> 
tive, and #ice: It is not neceſſary 
that thou ſhouldelt be acquainted 


with the difuted matters about the 


Sacrament , or be able to diſcourk 
largely upon the ſubject. No, 
Neceſſary knowledge is in fer thingy, 
and thoſe pratjical. It therefore 
thou art inſtructed in the main 
plain points of Chriſtian Doctrine, 
and in the great rules of Chriſtian 
Life z it thou umderſtandelt the 
Sacrament to be a Remembrance of 
Chriſt, and a confirming our Cove- 
nant with God; and knowelt thoſe 
eaſie things I have before ſet down 

about 
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about it : There is no reaſon then 
why thou ſhould(t plead ignoraxce 
in barr to thy duty and priviledge. 
But 

(2) If thou art really ignorant. 
in thoſe plain things, thy igno- 
rance 15 inexcuſable 'tis a great ſin, 
and an argument of prodigious care- 
lſneft and neglet. For no one can 
want capacity to know things fo 
eafie , and no one can want oppor- 
tunity to know things ſo common, 
and no one can plead excuſe for not 
endeavoring to. know . things ſo. 
neceſſary. . If this then be thy caſe, 
_ of thy. ſtupidity and :carc- 
leſneſs that occaltioned thy 1gno- 
tance, and apply thy {elf preſently.. 
to. thy fpiritual Gnide , or ſome ho- 
neſt. knowing Neighbor to- inltruct 
thee in thoſe great and neceſſary- 
matters. Be afrajd- and aſhamed to 
live a day longer in {uch dangerous, 
darkneſs amidtt ſo much clear light: 
And till thou haſt gut out of this 
ſtate of wilful blindneſs, meddle. 
not with holy myſteries. But this, 
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T hope, is the condition but of very 
few of you; Thoſe that make the 
objection are moſily ſuch as do it 
upo1 the former- miſtake , which 1 
have endeavorcd to reQifie* 

(IH) Want of Faith is pleaded, 
And to this fcruple I ay, 

(1.) Perhaps. thou art. oxt , and 
haft been miſ-taught in the Do- 
Qtrine of Faith. Tt may be. thou. 
takeſt Faith to be an eſfrrce of 
falvation 3 or fuppoſeſt that it re+ 
quires thy. afſent, to many Princi- 
ples, and ſocd-3s axe wrreaſonable, 
er. doubtful; .ox perhaps: thy. mind 
hath been confounded by phrafer , 
and varios. z1etapborical,, and dark 
repreſentations of. Faith 3. fo that 
thon, doſt not. as' much as know 
what-it.'is, of wherein it canſiſty, 
Fhefe all have-bcen.,, and often axe 
the cafes of many, well-difpoſed 
Chriftians. The good man is not 
abſolutely aſſured of his falvation; 
or, he doubts fometnmes, of many 
difrines and apinzons that he hath 
been tanght ta believe as Funds: 
| pf = mentals, 
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mentals, or his underſtanding is 
confuſed by variety of odd notions 3 
and therefore he thinks he hath xet 
Faith, and dares not .approach the 
Holy Table» It any of theſe be thy 
condition , refihe thy thoughts ; 
and thou wilt be rid of thy vain 
tears : Conſider the matter freely 3 
look on it in the light of Scripture 
and Reaſon , and thou wilt hnde, 
that thoſe conceits about Faith were 


$ 


groundleſs. Lay this down for cer- - 
tain , that the plaineſt and moſt obvi- - 


ous acconnt of it is trueſt, For God 
would not make that the great con- 


dition of the _ , Which is diffi- - 


cult to underſtand. 


Now the plain, ſcriptural, rational - 
Notion iS#his , Faith in the general 


isthe belief of a m_ affirmed ; 
thing upon a Divine Teſtimony Go- 


Droine 


eliet of fome- . 


Þel- —_ Faith is ſuch a belief of 
eft 


imoxy , a5 hath influence 


upon the heart and prafiice,, and-- 
conforms them unto it. Itffnow -. 


we believe other Teftimonies,, but not 


| thas..; 


- 
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that which God hath given us by, 
and of his Sou, our Faith 15 meet- 
ly humaxe, and we have nothing 
to do with the holy Sacrament. It 
we. believe the Revelations of God 
in the Goſpel , but that belief hath 
not yet had ſuch power upon our 
affetions and converſations as it 
ought, and as we deſire: In this 
caſe we may, and 'tis our daty,, to 
come to the Lords Table, to pro» 
fels that degree of Faith which we 
have, and to pray for more 3. that it 
may be made ſo ftrong and lively, 
as tO transform our hearts, and all 
our powers into the likeneſi of it, 


and into his likeneft who is the Aw- | 
thor and finiſher of our Faith. And | 


finally, it our faith hath already .had 
tby effe upon us, we are to come 
to. the Sacrament for further. con- 
firmation of it. This is the ſhort 
and plain account of the matter: 
and if I ſhould run it- out into fure 
ther diſcourfe, this part would be 
diſproportioned to the reſt, It my 
brevity leave any of you — 
he 


- _— 
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fied in this , or any other thing be- 
longing to my ſubject, I am at hand, 
willing and ready to give you fur- 
ther (ſatisfaction. But 

(2) It may- be the weakneſ and 
imperfeftion of thy Faith makes thee 
think thou haſt noxe. In this cafe 
ask thy ſelf- the queſtion. Do 1. 
think chat Chriſt Feſis was an 
Impoſtor, and that the Goſpel 15 a 
Fable ? Thou ſtartleſt and abbor- 
reſt theſe thoughts : Hence thou 
mayſt be aſſured. that thow haſt 
ſome degree of Faith. But that Cit 
may be) is very ſmall and low: 
Be that the caſe; Ask thy ſelf then 


again, whether thou haſt any deſire 
\ that thy weak Faith ſhould be 
| Rtrengthened, and thy imperfe# Faith 


ſhould be improved to greater and 
nobler meaſures? It thou art a per- 
fon fit to be dealt with under this 
Head of Conſcience , it is thus With 


_ thee; thou art ſorry for this imper- 
feftion , and: defirous of: growth and 


improvement : And if ſo, apply thy 
KI to the Holy Sacrament , as to 
the 
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the proper means of growth , and ye. 
medy of thy imperfedions. Here thy 
Faith will be exerciſed, and by ex. 
exciſe it will be felt 3 ſo that thy 
doubts, whether thou haſt any or 
no, will be clearcd off , experience 


will aſſure thee. And how thy Faith + 


will by the uſe of this Ordinance 
be quickened and advanced , I have 
ſhewn already. Thus to the Obje. 
&ion from the ſuppoſed want of 
Faich. But 

(III) The good man thinks that 
he wants RKepentance too: He can- 
not repent he ſaith, and therefore is 
not worthy. In anſwer, I take notice 
that 

In Repentance two things are 
conſiderable, viz 1. Sorrow tor lin, 
and 2. Turning from it to a lite of 
Holineſs and Virtue. 

(1) It may be thy ſorrow 15 not 


lo intenſe and great as thou thinkli. | 
1s fit and ſutable to ſuch an occa-- 


tion: Thou canſ not weep and 
grieve ſo much for thy fin as the 
evils of it xequires , and yet thou 

mayli 
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mayft not wholly want the grace of 
Repentance. All indeed are ſinners, 
and all mutt repent : But men are 
ſmners in different meaſures, and 
degrees of guilt 3 and their ſorrow 


— 


n=. 


and humiliations will likewiſe be 
different» Deeper Convictions and 
greater agonies and pangs of ſorrow 
may. be expected from them whoſe 
fins have been capitat and HWatorions, 
than from thoſe others whoſe lives 
have been more cizzl, and leſs 
tainted with ranting enormities.. It 
may be then, thy Education hath 
been ſober, and thy inclinations. 
not bent towards the groſler vices; 
thou haſt not committed-any hoy- 
rid crimes, or ſich ins as look gaſtly 
in the conſcience; and confequent- 
ly thy Converſion hath not thofe 
terrors ,, and that dread in it , thoſe 
melting forrows , and violent ex- 
preflions of grief that thou ob- 
lerveſt in fome others. Though 
it be thus, thou. haft no reaſon to 
be diſcouraged, if thy ſorrow be ſo 
much as*to- engage thee to —_ 

| thy 
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thy (elf before God , fincerely tg 
beg, grace and forgiveneſſ, and to 
obtain from thee hatred of thy fins, 
and reſolutions againſt them 3 thx 
ſorrow of thine is godly ſorrow, and 
part of true repextance , though it 


have not the greatelt degrees of ve. * 


bemence : Theſe may be wanting on 
another account alſo in them that 
are truly penitent 3 . their tempers 
may be more cold, aud their paſſions 
calmer , than others are 3 and on 
this ſcore their reſeutments leſs no. 
table , and the expreſſions of them 
leſs eager : So that wilences in ſor- 
row are not alwayes arguments of 
true repentance , nor. the abſence ,of 
them a ſign of impenitency and hard- 
eſs. It thou art ſo ſentible of (in 


as to deſire, and endeavor to Over: 


come and. forſake it, thou art a 
penitent in part, and thou oughteſt, 


to come to the Sacrament for the, | 


ftrengthening of that ſenſe, and to 


gain more alliftance , and more reſo-, 


lation to ſubdue thy,fin., And if 
there, be any.real defeg in thy for-, 
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row , repair thither, that it may be 
awakened , and excited to degrees 
more becomizg and effettive. 

But (2) The Objection preficth 
as to the other part of Repentance. 
I cannot leave my fis , and therefore 


; dare not approach the holy Myſte- 


ry» Bat doſt thou deſire it? doſt 
thou endeavor it ? If ſo, though thy 
delircs are imperfe&, and thy en- 
deavors weak , yet it is thy duty 
to preſent thy ſelf at the holy Ta- 
ble. There thou mayſt expe to 
have thy defires increaſt, and thy 
endeavors beightned and encouraged. 
And how both the former act of 
repentance, which is ſorrow , and 
thu of averſation, are promoted by 
the Sacrament , I have particular- 
ly ſhewn in the former periods, 
to which I refer you for fuller an- 
{wer to this and ſuch like objecti- 


ONS. 


from the firit Head , the apprehen- 
fron of our own unworthincſs, I de> 


{(cend to anather. 
(II) Some 
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(II) Some abſtain from the $4 
crament becauſe of the Uinwozthi- 
neſs of Drbergs wicked men are 
admitted , and they will not have 
communion with ſuch. Yea, they 
are commanded to have no felloy. 


ſhip with them, Ephbeſe 5-11 and w 


come out from among them, 2 Cor, 6, 
2. 
F or the anſwering this, I propoſe 
theſe things to be conſidered. 

(1) Haſt thou taken the Method 
of our Saviour, Matth. 18.15. with 
the finner, from whoſe communion 
thou thinkeſt thou muſt withdraw ? 
Haſt thou privately told him of his 
faults? Haſt thou admoniſht him 
before witneſſes ? Haſt thou told the 
Church ? If fo thou haſt done, and 
he perſiſt (till in his wickedneſs , he 
will no doubt be legally excluded 


from Chriſtian Communion, and fo |. 


the foundation of thy doubt will be 
taken off, 

(2 ) How art thou ſure, when 
thou ſceſi thole thoa calleſt wicked 


coime tO the Sacrament , that they 0 


do | 
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do not repent of their wickedneſs, 
and come to the holy Ordinance to 
beg pardon'tor their fins, and ftrength 
againſt them ? How doſt thou know 
that they are not come to bind them- 
(clves by deep reſolutions, and ſa- 


icxed vows, to a ſiritual warfare, 


and a ew obedience £ Their comin 
makes profeſſion of ſarch deſigns a. 
reſolutions, and how doſt thou kyow 
that that profeflion 1s 3nfincere ? 
Haſt thou a way of prying into the 
heart ? | 

But the man returns to his ſans 
as ſoon as he hath done, and bence 
thou wilt ſay, thou knoweſt his by- 
pocriſie» This indeed were ſome- 
thing , if it could be certainly fore- 
ſeen but how he will demean him- 
(elf after the Sacrament , thou canſt 
not foretel; This may have more 
effe& upon him than former Sacra- 


ments have had : This, I lay, may 


| be, and charity thinketh noevil , but 


believeth all things , hopeth all things, 
1 Cor. 13+ Or, it it now again prove 
otherwile, it is no certain evidence 

that 
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that the man onely made pretence; 
and ſhewz he might then meay 
and deſign truly and well but tem- 
ptations and his luſts were too ſtrong 
for him , and carried him away 
gainſt all his endeavors and reſoly 
t10Ns, 

(3) Thou:performeſt other ſacred 
dytics, in which thou remembreſi 
Chriſt, and haſt commzrnion with 
God, in the company of evil men, 
Thou joyneſt'in hearing , and pub. 
lick prayers with ſuch; and why 
mayft thou not be preſent at the $4 
crameat with them ?- 

If it be pretended as a reaſon of 
difference, That hearing:the Word; 
and Prayer, are converting Ordi- 
aances , but the Sacrament 15 not ſo; 
I ask thee then, whether thou mcan- 
eſt-by | converting | a turning men 
from open Infidelity to the Profeſſin 
ot the Chriſtian Faith, and the 


owning of Chriſtian Virtues ? or | 


onely the turning thole that profeſt 
ths Faith and Religion before , to 
che pradiſe of thera, If thou intend- 

clt 
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Jeſt the former , the Sacrament in- 


deed 15 #0 converting Ordinance 
nor are the Word and Prayer ordi- 
narily uſcd for ſuck purpoles among 
vs, where the Goſpel is already 
generally proteſt : And thou dot 
not bear the company of the wicked 
of which we ſpeak in the places of 
pablick worſhip, upon any ſuch ex- 
pecation. 


thou meancſt (as is molt likely) ſuch 
a one as God uleth as a means to 
cauſe men profcſling the name of. 
Chriſt to depart from iniquity, to 
tura from fin to holineſs , and from 
the power of Satan unto God I lee 
no reaſon why any ſhould think, or 
lay that the Sacrament 15 no convert- 
ig Ordinance. 

If it be not , either *tis becauſe 
the Sacrament is no proper means, 


or becauſe God will not concur by 


| his Grace with it. Neither of theſe 
| can be ſaid with any ſhew of rea- 


ſon.; Not the former; for why 


. [ ſhould not the-ſolemn remembrance 
of 


But it by converting ordinance , 
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of Chriſt, and the conſideration of 
what he hath dowe and ſuffered bea 
means for the killing of fin , which 
he came to deſtroy , and the promo. 
ting bolineſs , which he. lived and 
 diedto advance ? yea, what can be 
ſuppoſed more likely and powerful 
for the promoting of that bleſſed 
purpoſe? why ſhould not the fign 
and ſeal of Gods gracious Covenant 
to give pardox and eternal Glory'to 
all that forſake their fins, and live 
an holy lite, be a fit inſtrument'to 
provoke thoſe that underſtand- it, 
to renounce their fins , and to de 
vote themſclves unto helineſs ? why 
ſhould not' that ſolemn , ſacred in» 
gagement , that all that know what 
they do lay on themſelves at the Sa- 
crament , to exdeavor to depart from 
every known evil, and to prattife eve- 
ry known duty , be a means to 
lige them to it ? Certainly there is 
nothing; that in the natrre of the 
thing ſecs to be a more ikely in» 
firument to convert men from a-life 
of ſix tO a' life of holineſs, than the 
ſacred 
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acred remembrance of our Lord at 
his Table. So that it this Ordinance 
be not converting , it mult be, be» 
cauſe God will not concur by bis 
race in it: But whoever faith thax, 
ſpeaks what he cannot know, and 
cannot prove he talks without book , 
and againſt it's and is ſo extrava- 
gant in his aſſertion , that it would 
be folly to attempt the contfuting of 
him. | 

This 1 have ſaid on this occafion, 
not to ingage ina Contreverſie , but 
to clear a matter of Chriſtian pra- 
aice, And the very root of this 
Objection lics in this conceit, That 
the Sacrament i not a converting Or- 
dinanuce > For which, there 1s #0- 
thing but Phancy , and the bare ſay- 
ings of foie miftaken men. But 
now if, as I have proved, The Sa- 
crament maybe, and 1s an-Taſtrument 
of Coxverſion > Then , why ſhould 


| any refrain, becauſe evil men aread- 


mitted to it? 
( 4 ) If wicked men come to the 


Sacrament that are not prepared 
tor 
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for it , their #upreparedneſs 15 their 
fin, and they (hall anſwer for it 3 But 
we ought not therefore to neglect our 
duty, becauſe they have omitted 
theirs. We may, and we ought to 
adviſe, and admoniſh them to pre. 

are themſelves for the Ordinance 

efore they come to it : If they will 
not follow our brotherly admoni- 
tion , we cannot help it z we have 
done what we can-.to render them 
more worthy , and their {in ſhall not 
be laid to our charge. To prepare 
our (elves for the boly Communion, 
and to addreſs our ſelves unto it, 
is that which we are {ure concerns 
us; If we negled&, *tis ourſin, and 
other mens ſins will not excule us, 
Their finning in one kind , ſhould be 
no realon why wethould fix in ano- 
-ther : There is no reaſon that we 
ſhould ſtarve our fſ{clves , becaule 
others take the bread that belongs 
not to them. 

(5). It we are worthy Commu- 
nicants, and others receive #1wor- 
tbily, They have xo Communion with 

W, 


1 
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y, nor we With them ; They onely 
ut bread , and drink wine ; but we 
jartake of the myſtical body and bloud 
of our Lord, Oxr Communion. is with 
the Father , and with bis Son Feſus 
Chrift, and with the Faithful, worthy 
Receivers 3 but the unworthy par- 
the neither with 4s nor them. It 
m Ape =P upon the Table, and 
at of the bread where Friends are 
met at an entertainment, Is he 
therefore a Gueſt ? is he one of the 
Company ? It writings are to be 
mutually ſealed there among the 
Friends, and that Creature catcheth 
up the Seal, and doth as the Cove- 
nanters do, is he therefore a party ? 
He doth the ſame ation , but not 
with the ſame defignes and ends; 
and theſe make the communion» The 
caſe is thus in reference to thoſe 
ungodly men that z#trude to the 
Sacrament 3 and the pious Com- 
municants have no reaſon to think 
themſelves concern'd in their com- 
pany. Their bodies axe together , but 


their ſpirits at and moye different 
F Ways. 
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waycs. The Communion 15 fpiritual; 
and only thoſe that receive as they 
onght have fellowſhip with Chriſt, and 
with oxe- another. And. this were 
enough to an{wer that part of the 
objection alſo , that is taken from 
Scripture , where we are forbid to 
| have fellowſhip. with wicked men, 
But I add ' | 

( 6 ) When Chriſtians are prohi. 
bited wicked: Fellowſhip; Epheſ.5. 11, 
It is evident that the prohibition 
concerns heathen myſteries, which 
are there calPd the wnfruitful works 
of darkneft, becauſe they. were uſed 
in cloſe receſſes; :nd ». 12. the A- 
poltleſaith,-Tt i a ſhame to ſpeak of 
thoſe things that are done of them in 
ſecrer, Chriſtians were not to com- 
municate with the Heathens in their 
abominable Myſteries : No, nor may 
they partake with wicked men in 
any adtion of ;vice , nor- make them 
their hoſome friends, nor be con 
cerned with them in other m-tters 
more th n needs; eſpeci lly if they 
are openly prophane , and obſtiy ately 
| UN- 
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ungodly. But it doth not there- 
fore follow, that they muſt forſake 
their Lords Table, and the» moſt 
ſolemn expreſſions of duty cto-him, 
becauſe evil men intrudingly pre- 
ſmnt thernſelves unto it. 

And whereas Chriſtians are com- 
manded to -come- out from among 
th:m ; and to be ſeparate, 2 Cor. 6. 
17." *Tis plam's 'that the perſons 
they are required to ſeparate from 
were Heathens and Tdolaters : For 
they are called Unbelievers, v 14. 
Infidel; ,v.15. And that they were 
Idolaters ; is intimated v. 16. What 
agreement bath the Temple of God 
with Idols ? © whence it follows, 
wherefore come out from among them. 
So that this place doth not concern 
the preſent, buſineſs; Chriſtians 
were to” ſeparate from the Worſhip 
of Heathen Idblaters, but it doth by 
no means follow hence that they 
muſt forſake the trze Chriſtian Wor- 
ſhip, becauſe evil men (who yet pro- 


ee...  _ 


| 


fefs, Chitilt ) afford their preſence it 
7 4 - ) affor ir P 
i014 
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And this may ſufhce for Anſwer 

. tothe Objections taken from the wn- 

worthineſl of others that are admitted 
in mixt Communions.. or 


| Laftly, The enworthine of our 


Way 0 po tr ef is pretended 
by-ſome,. as.a reaſon why they can- 


not communicate with-us. AS. tg 


this Objection I ſhall aor-ſay ouch, 
becauſe the -Toleration His Majeſty 


hath granted, hath given the Djl- 


ſcnters the liberty of thetr own ſup» 
poled better and fittex , methods, 


Therefore. I ſhall. only ſpeak briefly. 


to two exceptions of this ſort. _ 

(1) The Sacrament is adginiſtred 
among, us in the way. of Forms of. 
Prayer, which they think to be con- 
_ to Piritnal Worſhip. And (2) 


at it'is required, which. they, 


rar 2 be contrary to the fixſt,ex- 
ample , and (o an irregular poſture 
of receivings 


To.the firſt , 1 ſay thele thin s 


(-1 ) Worſhip aud Prayer ma 
firimal , where Forms axe u 
| For 


I EI rrene 


—— 
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For the fpirituality doth noti conſiſt 
in the 27#vention of words, but in the 
due intention and ingagemens of the 
ſoul. Tf we pray in faith'; with bie- 
mility , ſelf*refignation-, and holy 
defire of the good things we pray 
for , we pray #n the ſpirit , though 
by a Form. And if, on the other 
hand ; we expreſs our ſelves in cou- 
cewved "Prayers never - {0 flaent 
and earxeftly, and have not thoſe 
dippoſitions of - foul - upon us when 
we pray , our prayers are format, 
though without a form. - Which'of 
theſe is firteft in 72 ſe/f; I ſhall not 
diſpute , but only ſay, that zeither 
is #nlareful , but both have their 
uſe; and add ,/ that one ſojt may be 
propereſt at oye time , and: the other 
ſort at another (caſon fo that *tis 
lily ſuperſtition to be devoted to 'the 
opinion of oxe of them, as abſolutely 
to condemn the other as unlarful. 
In publick Worſhip , Forms have 
the advantage in ſecuring the gra» 


| wtyand folemnity of it, and inzhis 


too, that the Worſhippers know what 
F 3 it 
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1t is they; joyn in, ; But:in ſecret de- 
votions:conceiv'd prayers may ſome- 
times fave better;with particular gc- 


cafions , and may ingage-;the affe- || 
ions more. So that cither of theſe 


may be uſed , as ſhall bet accord 
with the ends of ps. yer. And when 
the publick Aztborisy of the, Church 


xequires the owe , we may not ſerg+ |) 
ple it, though we are moxe affege | 


.With the other; eſpecially, fince we 
may- in —_ take the liberty to 
vſe which of them we think fitteſt, 
(2): Thoſe that are molt, agaiyf 
Forms ,, pray by them, when they 
joyn with another that prayes, 
though he do it never ſo much & 
zempore ; For the Peoples mindes 
are not concern'd in zuventing the 
words they pray by 3 the Miniſter 
gives a Form to. them. And if you 
may pray in the Form of a private 
perſon , dictated to you ſuddenly, 
and without deliberation, and which 
you do not know before , whiher 
it will agree with good ſenſe, or 
ſound dofrine why then may you 

not 
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not do it in the Forms of the Chwreh, 
compos'd by wiſe and reverend per- 


« | ſons upon matxre confideration and 


advice 3 eſpecially when they axe 
ſuch, as we do, Or may know befere 
to be piows and grave, {utable to 
Chriſtian xeceſſities , and Chriſtian 
truths ? There is no good reaſon 


"that E know to make a (cruple of 
the lattter ,. if we admit the former. 


But I'ſhall fay no more now of 
this ſubje& , which would require 
a particular diſcourſe. I come to 
the ſecond Branch of the Obje&i- 
oe | 
(II) Kneeling at the Sacrament 
is not agreeable to the firſt example 3 
our Saviour adminilier'd to- his 
Diſciples ftting , and perhaps you 
fear there is ſomething of Popery in 
the poſture of Kneeling. 

I anſwer ( 1) weare not bound 
to anice and puncual obſervance 
of all the circumſtances that weve-in 
the” firſt example : The Sacrament 


was firſt adminiſtred in the Evening, 


in an upper room , onely to twelve 
T4: per- 
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perſons, and thoſe Men, and Ecelef. | 


afticks , or at leaſt ſuch. as were de. 

fined to be ſo ; But even the Obje. 
Qtors do not think we are obliged 

to a& in the Sacrament firiQly af- 

ter the example of theſe particu. 

lars: and why ſhould we ſuppoſ: 

our ſelves to be tyed in the: mat. 

ter of Poſture, more than in thoſe 

aber Circumſtances , which we ac- 

knowledge to be of no — 

nature, (2) The poſtzre of thoke 

times at Meals was not ſitting , but 

leaning , according to the they Cx 
flom of the Romans. So we read 
' Fobn 21+ 20. That the beloved Dil: 
ciple leaned on bis Maſters breaſt at 

Supper. And though the Exghþ 

Tranſlation renders, Luke 22. 14, 
He ſate down, and the Diſciples with 
him; it is in conformity to our 
phraſe and cuſtom , which is ſitting : 
for the word in the Original 
[ avec ] doth not imply that po- 
flure , but is applicable to any other 
that isuſed , as well as ſitting. So 
that if we are ftrily tyed to the 
ort- 
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original poſture, we mult Jean at 
the Sacrament , and neither fix nor 
kneel. But (3) the Inſtitution hath 
not bound us to either the one or 
the other, but left the matter to be 
degermined by the geweral: Rwfles of 
Decency and Reverence z And {ince 
the Fathers of the Church have com- 
manded kneeling, as the poſture 
moſt expreſſive ot our humility-and - 
reverence in receiving the- pledges 
of divine Love, I ee no reaſon why 
any ſhould - boggle at itz much 
leſs why they ſhould refuſe their 
Duty, and their Priviledge, abſtaitr - 


from their ſpiritual food, and the- 


folemn remembrance of their dear + 
Lord , rather than do a thing ſo- - 
inupcexut , {o decent , and {o reverend,- 
which the Authority of the Church 
requires from them. He- hath but: 
little appetite to his meat, that will | 
not eat it except he-may do it in” 
(uch a faſhion as is agreeable to his. 


own humor. - | 
I, but the Objector.doubts 7 that 


there is real-danger, and ſomethings 
at W..- 
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of Popery in the caſe 3 the Papiſts ulc 
kneeling to fignific their adoration of 
the Hoſt, and the Scrupler . fears 
there may be ſome ſuch thing in 
gur practiſe, But this fear is very 
#ncharitable and pgroundlel , ince 
our Church doth {o vehemengly aud 
conſtantly declare againſt the Tram 
ſubſtantiation of the Rymaniſts , and 
the adoration of any creature 3 And 
lince we are always told, that kueels 
ang 15: required for xs other reaſon 
than to ſignifie our humility and re« 
vereuce : And though the: Papifts do 
expreſs more by that poſture, yet 
fince our-Church declares, that this 
15 at ſhe intends. in xeference to the 
conſecrated E'ements, there 1s no 


ground why any ſhould think more: 


1s: meant by it. Kneeling ignites 
reverexce as well as worſhip 3. and the 
declaration of the perſon himſelf is 
enough to ſhew which of them he 
3utends. But beſides, though the 
Papiſts adore the Bread as the real: 
Body of Chriſt, and, therefore knee! 


before ity yet thas can be no reaſon | 
why | 
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why we ſhould xot in this remem- 
brance of our Lord adore Him Him- 
ſelf : They kneel to: him as preſent 
corporally , we worſhip him as vir- 
tually and firitually preſent. 

This I might urge further as a 
politive Argument for the poſture 
of Kneeling, over and above the uſe 
of it, as an Anſwer to the Obje- 
Gion. Thus all acknowledge, That - 
Cbrift is to be worſhip'd. Receiving 
the Sucrament is the proper worſhip - 
of Chriſt; and kneeling 1s a proper” 
lignification of adoration : It follows - 
that on his account kyeeling 1s fit, 


and fitteſt to be uſed in the action - 


of Communion. But I ſhall purſue 
this matter no further 3 what I have 
ſaid may (atisfie the modeſt and rea- + 
ſonable;, and people that are ſet 
and reſolv d in their opinions, wilt : 
not be ſatished with never ſo much. : 
more. 

'E ſhould now: draw to an end;-. 
but I am loath to leave you with- 
out ſome particular Rules. of Pre- 


paration > Th:ſe 1 ſhall lay down - 
plainly 
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plainly and bricfly. in the enſuing 
periods. t 


Cn VI. 


"He Perſons that are to come to 

the Sacrament may. be diſtin- 
guilhed into two ſorts, viz.. Either 
ſuch as do repent and are ſorry for 
their Sins, but have not.yet un any 
good degree. prevailed over them; 
ors Thote other more improved. and 
grown Chriſtians , who-in conſider- 
able meaſure - have maſtered. their 
Sins, and are endowed with many, 
habits. of, Holine(s, and - Virtue, 
The firſt (ort are yet under: the 
Law, viz a ſtate of ſenſe and: con-. 
vicion of Sin, but have not attained 
to the glorious Liberty of the Sons 
of God, or the ſtate of power.over. 
them. But the others have arri- 
ved to- that- power in competent! 
mea{ure, (ſo that fin dothnot.reign, 
ig their mortal bodies, kecaule they; 


alc | 


| 
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are not wader the Law , but wnder 
Grace. For diſtinction ſakelI call the 
tuſt ſort, Ware Penitents 3 the (e- 
cond , the Faithful, Now: the Pre- 
parations that concern. theſe are dits 


terent as their ſtates are. 

I. For the bare Penitents , and 
farrowers for Sin , I adviſe them to 
prepare by.the Rules following, 

( 1.) Endeavour to make your 
ſelves as ſenſible. as you can of- the 
evil of fin ,. Conſider it as enmity 
unto God , and to;your own hap- 
pineſs 3 as the baſeſt ingratiznde, and 
the greateſt deformity 3 as a thing to. 
be hated tor it ſelf, if there were 
no. conſideration had to..its. effes. 
Look upon.it as the deſtroyer, of 
your preſent , as well. as fature. peace 
and felicityz as, the enfſlaver. of 
your ſouls to the Dew, and. that. 
which debaſeth them to, the like-. 
neſs and condition of beaſts. Ag- 


eravate ſuch conſiderations in.your 
thoughts by all- the circumſtances 
that may xender fin odious to. you. 


(2) Con- 
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(2) Conlider the gracious nx 
ture of the Covexant that God hath 
made with us in his Son 3 That by 
that Covenant he hath aſſured all 
true Penitcuts of pardon of their 
Sins , and ſtrength againſi them. $9 
that be our Sins never ſo many, or 
fo hainous , they will be forgiven; if 
we repent and turn from them; 
and be they never ſo ftronug and 
violent upon us, they may be over. 
come, if we accept, and ule the 
grace that the - Covenant -offers to 
us. Repreſent theſe things duly, 
and frequently to your thoughts, 
and for the making the deeper um- 
prefſions on them, colle& thoſe 
places of Scripture that ſpeak fo 
fally of the Love and Mercits of 
God, his readineſi to pardon ; nd- 
defires of our happineſt, the fre= 
quent and free offers of his kindnels; 
His inv1sations to Sinners to come 
unto him ,” and his often bewailings 
of their obſtinacy and hardnef in 
running- from him : Conſider that 
he Tent his Son into the w—_ to 
eck 
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ſek , and to ſave them that were loſt, 
to bring ſinners to repentance, tO take 
away the fins of the World , to deliver 
us from the wrath to come , and that 
the World - through him might be 
ſaved; I ſay, draw together ſuch 
paſlages , dwell upon them in thy 
Meditations, - till thou haſt fil 4 thy 
Soul with them; And then thou 
wilt finde great incouragement to 
ſeek for pardon, and wilt be ſup- 
ported againſi thoſe faintings, and 
deſpondeucies., that the meer ſenſe 
of Sin, without a Saviour, might 
occaſion 1m thy Soul. 

-»(3) After this , ſummon up all 
thy Reſolutions. againſt thy Sins: 
Conſider thy Baptiſmal ingage- 
ments, how juſt and reaſoxable nd 
neceſſary they were 3. Reſolve to-cor- 
fim them by. xew Vows. © Content 


| 


| 


not thy ſelf with ſome cold and 
indefinite intentions oft leading a 
new Life ſome time or other, but 


| Indeavox to ſettle in a firm , wnal- 


terable purpoſe of fighting againſt 
Sin., and living unto God. _ 
tnou 
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thou canſt by Reaſox and Religion, 
by the Conſiderations of Duty and of 


Intereſt , to hx thy foul here... And | 


then, 
(4) Be earneſt with God. is 
Prayer , to give thee a fuller fight 


of Sin , and clearer ,. ſ#rer thoughts |. 


of pardoning Mercy : To prelent 
thee with morearguments to heigh- 
ten thy reſolutions, and to. make 
thy ſoul. more capable of. being mo- 
ved by.them.. I ſay, . apply thyſelf 
unto God by Prayer, publick, 4 
vate,. and ſecret prayer , cconteſſing 
thy own vilene(s, acknowledging 
his Mercies,. and reſolving new 
obedience» And: being thus. pre» 
paxed, . 

(5) Look on the holy Sacra- 
ment as thy great Duty and Reme-: 
dy. . As: that to which God calls 
thee, and the ftate and neceſſities 


of thy {oul call theez As that Or-: 


dinance in which thou art to. ſeek, 
and mayſt expe pardon and ſtrength, 


reſolution; and peate, Conlider this, 


and -raife thine. appetite and ex>. 
pectas 
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pectations 3 for they that hunger 
—_ after righteouſneſi ſhall be 
filed. - . 

' And now when thou haſt exer- 
ciled thy felt in theſe as , and the 
time of the holy Communion ap- 


-proacheth, Then | 


':(6) Imploy thy time in. awa- 
kening and affeflionate thoughts of 
Chritt thy Lord. Conſider the 
greatneſt of his Condeſcenſion , the 
kindneſs ot his UVadertaking , the 
bolinefs of his Life , the purity of 
his Dodrine, the heavinc{ of his 
Sufferings , the power of his Reſar- 
reffion , and the glory of his Aſceu- 
ſion. Turn thy thoughts earneſtly, 
and often , upon theſe and ſuch+ in- 
ſtances of the Hiſtory of the holy 
Jeſus, and by them diſpoſe thy.ſelt 
to a befitting remembrance of him 
at his Table. 


And (Laſtly) Gather up all thy 
thoughts and reſolutions together, 
viz. thy apprebenfions of the wile- 
zeſt of ſin, of the Grace of the Cove- 


venant, and the merits of thy Lord; 
Thy 
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Thy purpoſes of leaving every evil 
way, and of renewing thy baptiſmul 
Vows , and \ay to thy ſelt, Now 
the time come that I mult uſe'theſe 
thoughts and reſotves , that I may 


obtain pardon, and ſtrength, vid. | 


ry over fin, and affurance of. hap, 


- pineſs: My Lord invites me-wTthe{ 


great repreſentation of ' the evil. of 
lin in his own ſufferings 5 to lee his 
Body wounded, and his Soul made an 
Offering for Sin; in the Type of Bread: 
broken , and Wine. poured out , To 
remember his Conqueſt over Sin by 
Death, and a glorious Reſurrefion; 
To fee the Covenant of Grace. and 
pardon ſealed; He invites me to- 
theſe Priviledges, and calls upon 
me to bind my felt ſtronger 1m this 
holy Covenant, and thercby to 
make my felt the ſubje&- of thoſe 
bleſſings it aſſures and conveys. 
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I ſay, imploy thy Soul in ſuch | 


thoughts, and bring them with 
thee to the Lords Table, ſpread 
them before him there in humble 
Conkſlions, Supplications, and Ac- 

know- 


f 
| 
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knowledgments , and thou mayſt 
then expe to receive the benetit 
thou art (ccking after. 

"Theſe are Preparations for a bare 
Penitent , that hath yet made. but 
lietle progreſs in ſubduing, of his 
Sins. And though the bzgheſt de- 
\grees of all theſe are not ablolutely 
negeffaxy to the comung of ſuch. to 
the Lords Tables. yet the more they 
have been exerciſed in them ,- ſo 
much the better it is, by ſo much 
they re more prepared, and {o much 


of 


) 
| 


mare they may expe of the bene- 
fits. But if your minds, that have 
not been uſed to friritual things, 
will not fix long on ſuch thoughts 
and meditations : Ingage them, as 
far as you can 3 proceed in the Me- 
thod.- preſcribed with that diligence 


and care that. becomes one that is 


| ſeriow. And then, though your pre- 


| Pparations be pa now , they 


may be more compleat againlt axo- 
ther ſeaſon. If thou art ſenſible they 
have been ſo defedive, maintain and 


keep up that ſenſe , and refolve up- 
on 
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on it, to indeavor to fit thy ſelfbg. [7 
ter for ayother Sacrament, by renew. |* 


ing the ſame method, which wil 


be eafier for thee in'the progrefi'than " 


it was in the beghening. z 
As for the other ſort.viz. II-Thoſ 


that have advanced in the congutetof |7 


their ſins 3 They arc to ad over'dl |.\_ 


the former particulars , that -T Haye 


adviſed to the bare Penitents : For |; 


being yet ſitners, and imperfed, they 
have necd to uſe that Method : -And 
there are theſe few other Direfion: 
'to be briefly added that. do further 
concerrt them. 


(1) Call your ſelves to a parti- | 


cular account concerning your fits, 
examining, what vices you are moſt 
addified to; and what are the fins 
of your tempers, or of your Pro- 
feſfion and Calling : when you have 


found thoſe , exerciſe particular als 
of Repentance upon them , and re- 
new your rcfolutions againit them, 
Conſider, that allowance of them 
15 inconſiſtent with ſincerity , and a 
ſtate of- true regeneration 3 That 'tis 

neceſſary 
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ba. wceflary you ſhould oppoſe and 
«ys. [ubdue_ them 3 and that the holy 
wit |Serament js tO be uſcd as a means 
h.. [or that blefled end. 
+ | (2) Examine what .gronud you 
We have got por your fins lince the laſt 
For Sacrament , whether you are now 
oy more texder and fearful of offend- 
by m God than you were before 3 whe- 
vY ther. your #xclination \to any. evil 
ey he - mare . weakened and mortified ? 
id [IE , take encouragement hence to 
go 08 with more Chriſtian vigoy and 
reſolution. It ot , bumble your 
ſelves for your x#fruitfulneſs 3 and 
indeavor to diſpoſe your fouls to 
make a better ule of the next oppor- 
tunity« | | : 
(3 ) Inquire into the ſtate of 
your ſouls as to your Graces 3. what 
Graces are wanting, and what are 
weak ? which are . growing ,”. and 
| which at a ſtand ?. and when you 
have found the condition of your 
ſouls as to theſe, thenexercile your 
meditations upon . thoſe particulars 
in the Life, Dodrine , OO 
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of your Lord , whom you are to re. | 
member at his Table ,- that maybe ef 
proper for your caſe; Apply your nd 
thoughts, and cares, and reſolations' [ſh 
that way. Deſign and reſolve to at+ | 
tend the holy Sacrament for the ſup ol 
ply of thoſc wants, and to endeavor Thi 
' to uſe it ſo, that\the needed practs | * 
may be obtain'd, and the weak ones 
may be ſtrengthened , that thoſe that 
ate at 'a ftay may be put into mtion || 

forwards , and thoſe that are grow- 
ing may be further improved. It you 
chus . provide, -and imploy your 
{elves * in the method” before-re- | 
membred , you will then be meet |D! 
partakers of the holy Myfteries, and | 0! 
may aſſure your ſelves of the bleſ- uſ 
ſings and advantages which they | 
convey. +5 7 6. Fr 


Sr Subje& wonld'Hhave requi-' | © 
red larger diſcotirſe; but my | ® 
preſent buſineſs was principally with | ® 
the careleft and negligent, to whole | © 
condition I have moſtly applied my' | b 
(dE For the others, that arcſolicr | | 

| tous 


re. [tous for their ſouls, and defirovs to 


Mi 


tk further informed about this great 
ad important affair of Preparation, 


ns! ][{hall adviſe them to get, and care- 


t- 
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ally to read and digeft two-ex- 
cellent Books of the Sacrament : 
The former called Menſa Myſtics, 
ora Diſcourſe concerning the $Sacra- 
nent of the Lords Supper, by Dr. $7- 
mn Patricks and the latter, named 
the Chzifttan Sacrifice , contain- 
ing molt excellent Meditations and 
Prayers , both before and after the 
Sacraments. 

In the firſt deſign of this little 
Diſcourſe I intended to have added 
ſome things of that ſort for your 
uſe. But while I was thinking of it, 
my Pious, Learned, and Excellent 
Friend the Author, {ent me one of 
thoſe his laſt Books , the Devotion 
and Piety of which is extraordinary z 


and there is nothing, that I know, 
fitter to prepare your affeGions, and 
to excite them to the nobleſt 
height of defireand love than thoſe 
beavenly Meditations : And -you 

| cannot 
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cannot.uſe more proper, judicious, orÞ 
affeftionate Prayers than, thoſe he4 
bath anneXt., Sothat I WAS EXCEedfþ 
ing glad -when I fſaw- this ufetul,F 
. much needed Work 1ſo incomparayÞ- 
bly well done , that .thexe was noÞ 
occalion of my doing, any” more.in |. 
it, than earneſtly to. recommend} 
that book+to your peruſal. - And1 
intreat- you, to. get It into your 
| Houſes , and from time to time to 
|, indeavor to warm your ſouls by it, 
when you are preparing for the $4- 
crament, and by it to fix you in your 
reſolutions of living according to your 
ingagements there , when you have 
attended on that bleſſed Ordinance, 
And now, my Friends , I leave 
you to the bleſſing of God , and the 
conſideration ot what I have ſaid; 
Whatever judgment may be made of 
it,I have this teftimony,that I meant 
it ſxcerely. And I ſhall never ceaſe 
to pray, that both you and I may 
fiacerely practice according to it. 


Tour Faithful Monitor and Servant, 
= ]. G. | 


